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Written (if it may be) for the ſilenciig of ſuch falſe and ſcany * 8 
- dalous Reports as have been rumoured about concern 
| ing this matter; and alſo for the information of 
all ſuch as defire to know the Traph. 
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* 
Prov. 14. $. A fairbful Witneſs will net lie, but a falſe Recobd mill 4 167. Foe, 
Eſay 57. 14. Caſt ye up, caft je up, prepare the way, take upthe flumbling block out of BY 
the way of Ay people. F el 
Mal. 2. 1, 2. And now 64 Prieſts, this (ommandment is for you, if ye will not hear 
it, nor confider it in your heart, to give glory to my Name(ſaith the Lord of Hos 5 
I will even fend a curſe npon you, and will curſe your bleſrags, Ita, I have curſe | 4 
them already, becauſe ye de not confider it in your hears. 
Mat. 11, 256. Ar that time Feſus anſwered and ſaid, I thank thee q Father, Lord 
of k-aven and earth, becauſe thou baſt bid theſe things from the wiſe , and men 
underficading, and hall revealed them unto Babes, even ſe Father, e by F 4 
pleaſure is ſuch. - | 
Lake 16. 25. Then he ſaid unto them, ye ae they that juſftifie your ſelves before nen 
but God knows your hearts , for that which is bighty. eſteemed among men, it abow 
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To all ſuch as love the truth in Sinceri- 


cerity, Eight, and Underftanding, be multiplied 
through JESUS CHRIST. 


o, Gracions Promiſe it is ( Chriſtian Reader) that by St 71 
the a breath of bis mouth, aud the brightneſs of bis coming ** TRI 4 
will reveal the Man of Sin, and Spn of Perdition ; Net 7 
thus witneſſeth the Spirit, that when it (ball ſo come to r 5 { 
paſs, That the Vial of Gods wrath ſhall be b paured n the Throne oy 


of the Beaſt, to the darkning of his Kingdome, and diſcovering 4 | 
of thoſe ſtrong Delafions, whereby he hath long deluded the $959 
World, that then the men of that thtone gal gu their tongues „ 


for ſorrow, and. ſhall blaſpheme the God of Heaven. 

All which co me appears to be fulfilled and made good con- 
cerning this following Treatiſe : 1. That whew as the Lord by lis | 
Moral tb breath of his month hath blown out ſome [moak of the Bot- . 
tomleſs Pit, which I conceive to be Humane Learning, which # ſe 
2 magnified, as being a help, whertby to under ſl aud the mind of 

This matter hath ſo vexed and tormented the men of that 
Throne, that even * He himſelf, at whoſe requeſt I was moved * 7. g 
to opea this portion of Scripture, 2 Pes. 3. 16, hath (as Iam cre« 
dibly informed ) reported about this City, chat I made a Calf 
(meaning a falfe and unſound expoſition Jand when I had done, 
danced about it; herein expoling not only me, but the very 
Truth it ſelf, which I in this point delivered ,. co the derifion, 
and contempt, and Table-talk of ſuch as had rather be deceived 
and believe their learned Teachers (as men call them) on their 
bare word, (having the Faith of our Lord Jeſws Chrift, the Li 
of Glory with reſpeR of Perſon) then to receive and jaſtiſie the 
Truth of God, if the Meflenger be weak and contemptible, and 
his meſſage in power, much plainneſs, and demonſtration of che | 
Spirit, and not beautified with the excellency of ſpeech, and wo 
ſwelling words of mans wiſdom, which is i to.Godzitcrofſs OE 
ſeth and oppoſeth the ſimplicity of his way in che di/pen/arion 1 
of the glorious 727 of th Goſpel. And therefore God bath fad Cn K | 
of it, as Simon Peter laid to im agu e T hon haſt ni Is + 

fi * 1 
wor lot in this mater. A2 KK 
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4 | "0 1 f a | is 8 91 Ader. 0 
Epbel. . 4. But yet ( Metkiches) 
: redlineſſe, ſhould remember the counſel of the Apoſtle, - Thar 
Tack rariage: as things notſeemily , though for my ow n part, 1 
„ bleſſe the Lord for it, being to me amore ſtrong confirmation, 
eue 14. that Thave the Truth on my fide.: For this was = Iaſur C Ni 
= aur Lord ſerved by the wiſe and learned Phariſees, when as he 
taught them ſuch a Doctrine as, pleaſed them not: And thus 
| was Pau! the Preacher of Righteouſneſs dealt by of the learned 
F eAthenians, even for preaching Ieſur, and the Reſurtection. 
Likewiſe I read in Heb. 11. that this in former times was part of 
the Tryal that the Lord exerciſed his Witneſſes withall, eyen 
mockings, verſe 36. And therefore ay our Saviour teacheth me, 
I have in this cafe-great cauſe to be glad and rejoxee,, for they ha- 
ving ſo ſerved 2 Chrifl.my Lord, and his faichful followers ; 
then what am 7, that I ſhquld be one of that number, that have 
. ſo large g incmagement and reward promiſed? I ſhall therefore 
quietly paſſe by all ſuch things; and onely b with Ie in his 
diſtrefſed condition, 'crtve that he and all yoo rut have done 
this t hing wiil ufer me to [perk and when I haut ſpoten mock on; 
ſceing as the i Servant of God ſaid, /ndee?, hecguſe ye art the 
people only, Wiſdome muſt die with you ; (0 will I mike bold to 
ſay to you alſo : Yet for all his anderft.in4ing, and ſuch others as 
heard me, they failed of their zeal for God and wi 2 that 
they ſonght not to ſuppreſs and throw down that Calf of diſho- 
, ner, which-maſtneeds (being an Idol) be à very high provo- 
eation in the eyes of his Glory, which he that put me upon this 
| Exerciſe, having excepted againſt it when it was finiſbt, and with 
| much paſſion manifeſted his great diſlike thereof before many 
| witnelles, onght eſpecially, and was obliged to have done, be- 
| ing then lovingly requeſted by a friend chat was there preſent, 
| for the fatisfaRion of all that Aſſembly, to inſtance ( if not in 
af) yet at leaſt in ſome particular Scripture, wherein I had per- 
verted it, ſeeing he had openly caſt an aſperſion on all that I had 
| ſaid; but neither he, nor any of his Profeſſion, though many 
were then preſent, did undertake this task, nor yet to this day 
hath he, or any of them endeavoured it: So it may appear my 
Error was not ſo great) or none at all, that they could prove; or 
elſe their c to God and his Truth, and their chu to me 
and others very ſmall: And if there were a Calfe , it was their 
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up; and themſelves danced about it, whiſeſt-F,to their grew, 
grief und diſcontent, was |abouring with all the power and might” 
that God aſſiſted me wichyutterly to, caſt down, grind it to pou? 
det and to blow it away With the ord of Cod with the lr. 
bis mouth : Whether it be thus, or no, I commend now to the, 
judgment of all ſuch as love and know the Truth, not doubting, 
bur chere will be ſome found, that out of love will ceprove; 
what is amiſſe, and ſo turn the inner ont of the errouy of hi; may, 
though ſome others, as) K Jeb faith, forge lies (as Icould game (Jen 
divers) who are Phyſitians of 16 valge / ore n ef 

For God who know: the hearts of all men knows that it was not 
my intent at all at that time to have med led in this Argument, 
not with this Sctipture, not till the night befote 1 ſpake of it, and 
all becauſe 1 knew if I did, it would be offenſive as it hath proved; 
and what 1 did herein, it was by the advice of Friends; But ho L 
ſee that Gods hand was im it, and I doubt nog but for good, though 
it is, and may be my portion deeply to ſuffer for it; and for men 
to be offended at the truth, and ſuch as declare it,is no new thing, , 
even for the / bailders themſelves to ſtumble at the ſtumbling _ f 
ſtone: But leaving all ſuch to ſtand or fall to their awn Lord. EI 1 ** 

Something remains to be ſpoken concerning the matter fol- a 
lowing, for the preventing of ſuch things as may further be ob- 
jected agaiaſt it. 524 

1. Though the matter be the ſame in ſubſtance that it was at 
the firſt de very, yet ſomewhat maybe wanting, and is, which 
was tien ſaid, and more is added in other te ſpects then at that 
time was ſpoken, which I thought fic to give notice of. 

2. Another exception, and that of great moment, is, that I 
have blaſphemed againſt Ze/#s Crit, in ſaying , that he was 
without Hamam Learning, 52 1 
n Now beſides what is anſwered herepnto in the firſt Objecti- 
fs on belonging to the firſt Doctrine, if ay yet remain unſatished, 
4 and will affirm the contrary, let them declare, (as the ms Apo- N Rom. 11,34; © 
y ſtle ſaich ) who was bus (omncellor ? and whotaught him? and he 35+ l 
y ſpall be recomprnced, The Scripture tells us, thas be grew in wiſ- 
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y dome and /} ature, and ſo couples them alike together. Now none 
e will affitm, that he ſearnef{/his Szergre,; then from the like will \ 
c Iafficm, that he learned not his Wi/dome,. no more then he =» 


did hit Sraturt; and ſo if none taught him, then muſt it needs 
follow, that he was without Humane Learning; tor we in com- 
bs Vo ; mon. 


© 
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n ſpeech call them anhand, which wore never taught ;; 20 
Adis 77 the » fert; and Learning preſuppoſeth one to Teach;fo that 
Aa 41; (ethinks) it is but requifice, if any did fo affirm, that they 
ſhould declare his Teacher, which if they cannot. do, why 
then ſhould they affirm him to have Humane Learning? And 
methinks, the matter being rigitly confidered, it will be found 
blaſphemy for ay to affirm that He had Hamane Learning, ſee» 
ing that in ſo doing, they call in queſtion the perfection of His 
7 Aunbood, as if there were others that could adde unto Him: 
* Seeing all grant that the Maſter is above the Scholar: and the 
Luka ne. Scriptute withelſeth for me, rbat ar o 1elve years old, ſuck was 
&7. His Wiſdoms obſerved amongſt the Doctornat that they were #- 
. froniiftied ut H under ſtunding and anſwers ;- and doubtleſs this 
7 wn part of their prear wonder, ſeeing that He never Learned, 
AR. 413. is ſt Wis the Conde worker alſo eomeerning p Peter and John. 
© + > Thertforeforanyto affirm him to be by men taught, it to take 
chat glory from him which he had of His on, and ſo they ate 
| moſt like to be them that b/aſpheme, | 
4X 3. It is alſo very likely that Pride and Vaimgiory will be im- 
— pnted tome, ts it hach been already, that — ae (hould 
. endercakefo maintain that which all-godly and learned menare N © 
contrary to me in. | 
eAnſwer. I anſwer , that it is no ſtrange thing for the Servants * lo 


| God to meet with ſuch hard meaſure, even for declaring of t 
4 Gen. 37.8. ral i for ſo was Joſeph dealt by even of his Farber and Bre- T 
I. . rin; and ſo was r Ded uſed for ſpeaking for the Lord: And bi 
Sam 17. Paul you ſhallfind'was ' ſcofftdat by the lou, Athenians. And 


| 73 2. 1», 18. ſeeing that it hath Uivayes been ſo With Gods: Servants, why iy 
| + : Cor. 4. z. HGuſd not affitin wird the : Apoſt le, ot ro pte be judged of NÞ ... 


| men, whatſoeyer they be, though godly, wiſe, learned; ſeeing th 
* Gal.z.6, TUhat'as the Apoſfle ſaith, it Wakes no'watter te me, God is wo u ac- 
* cepter of per ſour: Ahd therefore I hold it a defence ſufficient with i, 
18m. y. g Davidto lay, x Ir thive not a cunſeꝰ ſeting thit thers is none that 40 
Throw of Wat will fund "wp for the Lord ay aiuſt tbheſe that defie de. 
the Hbf & Hrael, becanſe that they be wot Goliablike (Mon of | 
feature, having Bone: braſi, aud ſuch like furniture, artharthe ik 
f. bearer F, dure not tack, ſuch in the face, and all broanſe by 
95 That they be ſe Frengly furniſhed with Mans ſtrengihb: Though 
that the Sbuldicrs of the Lord ef Heals, may with one blaſt of a 
3 Jolti 6. :0, Nun / hor, thtougir the migbt of God, yblow-down he nog 
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Wil of this ſpirituall erich; ſceing that the Tore hath laid, 
That by the 1 mouth of Babes and Sucktings e wil herſrct bis * Mat.21.16. 
ie; and this if Babes ſhould neglect to do, rhe tones world cry. 
ence it is to he obſerved, our Saviour deſcends from Babes 
to Stones, and not from Babes to Learned men, for he hath 
choſen ſuch ro bring forth. His Rigbreowſneſs as rhe light ; for 
He himſelf doth not deſpiſe the day of 2 ſmall things, Now theſe : £2cb.4.10; _. 
things.canſidered , why thould any with the proud b Phariſees b Manz 1.1% 
 diſdainat what rhe Zorg will do, but lay their hands upod " "Ihe 
their mouths and ſay nothing, becauſe He & doth u And ſecing ( Plal 3g. 
it is the Lords d dling, why ſhould it not be warvalions in our eget? 4 Fals. 
Though I doybt not but the Lord will in his good time bring £! 
forth one l, Moſes, and another as excellent that ways as "7 


was Faul, and cauſe them, diſclaiming that Humane excellencyy 
. — [ ebe cee, 5 to be ier fare. iſ- en Cor. 1, 
dome of men, and ſd every way convince them of their folly, * 
this way to hia pcaiſe. . + ae bo 
And in the mean While tet them that gan 1 s 3 + \ 
truth, receive it, * robe be ſo _conceiced of Leat ned men, " 
as if the Word of God cape diy to them, ai ie 3 7 P 3 
aid to f ſome chat were pulfed'bÞ. Bat ler ſuch uv are Spiritii=# r Cor, 14 
all know, that the Lord rev als his Myſteries to whom be ples- 36, 37. 1 
ſeth, and where he will; and theretote tbe tye of . e- 
vil becauſe he is good: But e ſpould learn, as tſie wile in up ſai 


it a” 
That g the race 1uungt alwayto the ſwift, talk fro Ecclel. 9. 11. 
ers, Faxls Armor 
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but it may ſo proveghar little Bab Nu 15 
ly wich Sling, and s tone through the Nume of he Lira, my 
on 
* 


ſo wound great Goliahof Gath,the enemy of Grd aud bis peoplt, 
as that ne may receive 1490 yound ws F . 
% ge pUEþe Bolt ofme Phauiens 
and great rejoycing of the Hail of God, and tim the Ston | 
is hewen out of the Mountain without hands, is only able to * 
do. Therefore let all that fear the Lord cake heed that they * 
ſean not to their own wiſdome, but ſq much the more that any 

us have wiſdome, and Underſtanding, Memory, and ſuch 

ike naturalt parts, above other, ſo'much the more let us be 
vatchfull and carefull over our ſelves, as knowing that the % Rom. 8. 7 
Wiſdome of the fleſb is enmity again#t God, and is ready to butt a» "wht 
gainſt che Spirit. And now to draw to a concluſion of all in | 
the words of the Prophet, i The Lord. fruftratath the tokens of i Eſay 44; N 

| | ai 
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makatb the Divinert mad, twrvath wiſe wan back: 
Wd, av makgtb their knowledge foobi/oneſe,, u. 
: If any (hall except againſt the matter for the rudeneſs of it, 
5 as that it is without form or learning, all ſuch are to know, that 
. > it is but ſuitable to the whole argument, and that if it ſhould be 
Tos - otherwiſe, I ſhould condemn that in age which I juſtifie in 
. words, and ſo make my ſelf a Treſpaſſer. Thus I commit this my 
I. labour; with all thoſe that out of love to the truth ſhall ſeck in» 
formation in this matter, to the bleſſing of the moſt Highs; and 

| remaigan;unfaigned well-willer of all them that love the Lord 

gt *Feſurin Gacerity. The 25. day of the firſt moneth, 1639. 
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Cams: | 
-  Vailtoa{ober, if they know but Zan. | 
. - Though big with Art, they cannot oyer-top. |, 
The Sprite teaokirg in a Coblers ſbog. 
3 I Reader, if ou an humane Artilt be, N . 
eee e, 
va , ane Ceblers mu, 
Fit be by the Spirit bee 
adv, ge Arts a6d Artificall,” - 
i may attend the Aut.  '- th 
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Ls The Text, 2 Para 3. 16. ap 

| As one that in all his Epiſtles ſpeaks of theſe things in which © \ 
ar ſome thivgs hard to be underſtood , which they that Fl 
are wnlearned and unſt able wreſt , as they do alſo the other 1 
Scriptures unto their own deſtrudliun. 


1 
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| Heſe words, that I am * allotted to ſpeak from at this . 9,7 6 * 
time, have teſpe ct, as jc ſhould ſeem, to ſuch things 28 8. B. ini fer 

| the Apoſtle had ſpoken of before, which things Em of London, © 

to me to be thoſe that are cbntained from the begin- | 

ning of the ſecond Chapter, to the end of the 13. verſe of this 

third Chapter, and the 14. verſe contains Peters exhortation, ö 

ſtrer gthened in the 15. verſe, by his Brother Pauli writings, ö 

who in all his Epiſtles ſpeaks of theſe things, as of the f cem · 4 (rift [ec 

in of the Leru eſas, and other things, tuch- as are herein coming en- 

) contained, among the which (thagys) Pauls writings in his ned in 1 
' Epiſtles, fome things were hard to be undeiſtood, and ſo indeed Pauls Epiſtless 

was the coming of Chrift Ieſw , which it (hould ſeem was Fe 

hard of them to be underſtood, and that appears by his earneſt * 

writing to the 4 Theſſalonians ,: where he exhorts them, Tb... 
they ſrenld not ſuddenly be moved, neither by Ward , nor Epifite, * * Tbeſ g. 67 

a it were from him, a4 if the day of ¶ briſÞ were at band, for * 

there were many things to be fulfilled fit, 4 4 departure rugs 
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COS Th enge Sprig preg, 
. Hall, the e! rfection des Orr of the 
| Man of Sin; and this it ſhould ſeem, though he had told them 
.&fi ir 2 yet to them it was —— be ee which 
had Sehe here meafitq which things che ct 
Fark nd antflbic perrertbl. 2s 955 did 22 Shi. 
ptures, to their own deſtruitzon; therefore the great thing here 
eo be minded, is to find out 0 this ning yp *— — fe 
hers iptends,Ahd Kr thiey be that ſ 
ones, and by that we ſhall eaſily find who-thiyb — bl 
erters of the Scriptures xb their own bor For this Y * 
dtherefare I will conf! der what this * qi and then 
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bar tearnin It is not Humane — That I may not be miſcoactived D 
heb nas. „Iwill here lay down my underſtanding in EE and by 

Haan Learning I do not mind the knowledg and un@rffand. 2 


ing of our owl agg; Which, very man; of what Tongue 
* ſoeverhebe, might in (ave meaſure be Feten of another, as be 
the Barents teach their Chil J. and they te arn of them; of 5 a 
Athis there\is pute necęſſit „is the Apoſtle ſaith, How ſhall 1 


"hey believe in him of h the * wor heard? Now: the hear. 1 
15.14. ing there mentioned, muſt — « natura heating ſceing it — 


is ſet before Faith ; and this hearing mult needs be the under- 


ndr "(handing of che ſound of words ſpoken. Now chus Peter and 4 
BY 7 1 Ko! fo) andvalt:the relt, learned the fooliſh chings ſpoken of, If. 
| . 1. And thus I acknowledge that theys.is nonghur in al: 

) 1 menſute have this learningy and mult of neceſlicy have it, at 
) to underſtandiGods mind in an ordinary way :, But by Hams 4 * 

| Leasing, All along inthis matter, which I, oppole, it is the ort 
4— — 9 — aud Sciruces, 1 Tengtes, and muc ie: 
bon G1 t oygating;) ada perfiſting in theſe things {ſs; ag thereby to, ho 
_ made able to undeiſtand the mind of Cod un his; Word; rh | Gd 
| ĩt that I condemn from the Word of Truth, for being that, b Me 


- - which ãny is made able ſpiritually to underſtand the wind o iT 

god, which the Apoſtle ſaith, cannot: be attaingd, to; by .4 45 

; : words which mans wiſdome teacheth; all which, cha ſe excelienci * 

Fort g. 1. are ſuid to be: So that by Hamas Learvig , B do here unde 

8 ſtand, that whereby certain, men do excel, and ate far abo 

oy and beyond other ordinary men; and in this ſenſe do I und 
„ ſtaad, that the Councel judged and eh tobaxs ſuch le 

. = 2 N ers Þ Foc ws ig common een {do oppole e! learned m 
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to 6ne that otherwiſe can read and wrice ſabnomn * 
though he do not underſtand tho grounds of his own ſpeech, as 
the otber man tllat᷑ is learned doth; as may appear by the Book 
called the Ex Schoolmaſtey ;, and ſo ſuch learning do I nor” 
ou cohreidEro be here meant, which I conclude for thek dello. a +8 
1. Betauſe that then Peter muſt of neceſſity condemn him- 1 Re- 
ſelf, for he was a man, that in the 6 Councels knowledge was b At. 4. 13. 
oa | fuch an unlearned man, ind ſo muſt needs himſelf lie under that 
he blame that he layes upon others; therefore Hamane Learning 
ig is not here that which he intends. | | 4 
f 2. Becauſe Humane Learning dd A & rudiment of this world; a Reaſon. 
hence it is that our Saviour acknowledgeth that his Myſteries c Col. 2. 8. 
d h from the d learned ; but they were not hid from his 4 Luk. 19.219 
d Diſciples, For undo them it was e given to know the myſteries of . 4 2 4 
4 the Kiag dome: And the rudiments of thiwor/d are not rr *. 
c the Apoſtle tells us; thetefore Human- Learning cannot 
be it that Peter here minds. "1 + * * 
offs 3: Becauſe the natural man cannot f perceive the things of God; drm 
all but a meer natural man, may be a great worldly learned man, . Cor. 2. it 
ar. IV were the Egyptians, and Bal yloni ans, ind as are many of A 
„„de Remis prielſt and Jefuits; therefore fot this cauſe, that is 5.3 
not the'lexrfing here meint. wt; * FF 
40 4 Becauft fuck bf Gods Servants, as have had ſuch kind of 4 Reeſer-! + 
learning , when as they came ti know ChriF,. they forſook it 
* alf: As Moſer, when he camè to age, NA g learnedin g Ad, 7. 1s 
; it n the Egyptians, yet by Faith be 'ferſook all the 
treaſures of wor ot An this being one of Egypt; treaſwrer, he 
e forfook this alte, for when he ſaitũ tren, there is none ex- 
cepred } therefore in as much as learning was one, as well as 
e rhe and bowory?, he forſook that alſo, as ſeeing by Faith a 
better tyraſure in the worſt condition antor; A people of 
— thett it the beſt condition in 'the would” ſuppoſe it be 
caring. * e Ages) hd b 2 
The like is to be ſeen in Paul, who counted all things loſſy and 
cnt that be might win Chrift, even the righteonſneſſe of the Law 
it e, which is far beyond alſ this, and all this he did, that he 
mifhe know Him: Whe rein the Apoſtle giyes me to underſtand, 
that all ſuch thiags were but hinderances to keep him fromthe. 
knowledge of Chrift to ſalvatien, Which is it that here I mind ; 
lo f therefore likewile this is not the {carwing here meant, ſens, 
<< fm £3145 bs e TRAD 'Bz- 2 * t naked Yoo ind”. 


n 


1 


4 The ſufficiency of the Spirits farb gg 
ing it was tejected of them, therefore it was no help nor fur- 
therance to them to know Chriſt by, but lets and hinderances, . 
and ſo much appears by thoſe Converts in As 19. 18, 19. b Bſu 
| When they believed, are ſaid, ſuch of them as uſed curious Arts, to Win 
Arbe price burn their Books, * declaring that how they had met with Yan 
| whercof m | [earning of far greater worth, then their curious Arts, and Ika 
| — therefore now they burn their Books, declaring that now they thi 
| — had no more need of them; and ſo I conclude, that ſuch as this Yu; 


|| was not the learning here meant. thy 
2 learning I now come to manifeſt what learning it is the eApoitle here in- Itet 
[66x tended. ehe 


| Now the learning here intended by the Apoſtle, it is as I dw 
l, underſtand, that ſoxnd knowledge and ſure information that e- ¶ he 
| very Chriſtian hath in /e/#s (brifF, whereby he is ſo deeply the 
Col: s. 7. rooted, and fo ſurely grafted into him by Fith, as that he « 
I 1 3.17,18, abides unmoveably ſet le d in bim, as thereby he abides ſtable Ine, 
Fer. . 6. iu the ſure knowledge and vnderſtanding of the erde C riſt; Ithe 
[| and ſo much here methinks the Apol!le gives us co undetſtand, Ray 
| 1 how that the «nlearned, they be unt able; then on the contra- obe 
| ry, the learned they ate ftable , believing, and being laid on the Ween: 
true foundation, they (hill never be confounded, or athamed, . Brbe. 
Now.ach as theſc are, that are learned, as the truth u in Jeſus, YYo'!: 
theſe may well ſay to the greateſt worldly learned ones, 2s ede 
Philip ſaid to the Eunuch, Vnderſt audeſ thou what then r: 4d; > the 
and not only ſo, but ſuck may teach them the underſtanding of tbe: 
the myſtery , faying , Theſe are taught and inſtructed by the a1 
Teachings of the Spirit of God, agreeable to theſe Scriptures : 
de h That it hath not entred into the heart of man to conceive of that 
Cor. 2 . which God by bis Spirit (which ſearcheth the deep things of 
| God) hath revealed unto u. And this the Apoſtle further ex- 
phiins, That as no mn knows the things of a man ; ſave the ſpirit 
| of 4 tas which is is him; ſo the things of God knows no man, (nd | 
1"P liffevence not a worldly learned man) - 6x bythe Spirit of God: And fo 
berween the be goes on, to difference the Spirit of the World * from Gods 
'zeaching of Spirit, and ſhews, that that is it whereby the things of God 
, Spirit, are known, and alſo manifcſted to others; ſo that all the 
v Be 10. ldi things of God, both for matter and manner, flow from the 
rift wiſdome of Gods Spirit, and not what mans wiſdome 
teacheth, which is to compare ſpirituall things and carnall 
i= things together, as 7 enge, and Arts, and fuck, like; but 
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n e Humane Learn 35 
Geds Spirit teacbetb . to compare ſpiritugtt things with [ps 
rituall things ; and ſo he goes on, and declares, that onely 
ſuch that acc taught by the Spirit, are capable of true, diſcern- 
ing of ſpiritunll things, without being Jultly condemned of 


Yany, as truly having the mind of Chritt, right ſy and truly 


knowing the things that are of God; and with this agrecs 


the witneſſe of Jobs. 5 ſaying, Theſe things haue I written IJ ohù 2. 6, 


unto you concerning them that deceive you ; whereby it appears 


they had deceivers about them, and thoſe things were writ⸗ 


ten concerning ſuch : But ſaith the Apoſtle in oppoſition to 
their deceivings, ye have received the Anointing of him that 


dwells in you, and this auointing that they had received doth 


he oppoſe to their deceiving, a5 being able thronghly to teach 
them [6 , 45 that they needed not that ary man teach them, ſave 
4s that anointing tau ht them: Then ſceing that that anointivg 
ne vet did teach them ſuch 7 ongwes or Arts, as were humane, 
therefore the Szints by the Apoſtles grant had not need of 
any ſuch learning, and yet this anointing taught all truth and 


obedience in it alſo. And yer, further K our Saviour birn{cIfe A John 16. 1 G 
canclides ibis point. ſhewing , that when be hath ſent the Comforter, with 13 


the Spirit of Truth to them , that then he BA lead them "into 
Il truth. Whence I do conclude, that for the Diſciples know- 
ledge of the truth, there was no more neceſſaty, according to 
he wind of him that was Truth, but the Spirit of Godto lead 
bem into all trath without all errour, teaching by no ham ane 
ans; the reaſon why is rendred, becauſe it is ſufficient, and 
hat is, becauſe it ſpeaks from the Father , agreeable to that of 


ef God; and /o indeed being taught of the Spirit, we are taught of 


be Father and the Son aiſo, which are all one; and fo our learn- 
ng comes to us, being taught of the Father, Son, and Spirit, for 
our Iaſtructets — Councellors, and this is all the ar in 

at we need, to know the things that are of God by, agreeable 
o his will. So from theſe words thus interpreted, the concluſi. 


dur Saviour taken from the Prophet, That | we ſbat be all tawght | John 6. 45. | 
| 


dn.comes to this. * 4 
That ſuch «s are tenght by the Spirit of God, deſtitute of Hu- F. potion. 


mane Learning, are the learned ones, that truly underſtand the 
Scriptures, according to Peters mind. 


armng, ate ſuch perſons 26 rightly underſtand the Word: 
And 


Iſay, ſachas are taught by the Spirit, without Humane 
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be ſufſg 


en Spirits te. 
the. St ew 
jn, effect conclud e, 


„Ad. 4. 13, And, of, {mee 
14. W. 
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2050 Irfan; 


lea rned mei yeß they knew the; bag 
| been 5 0 10 7 pep : they xd 'norkifi 
1 ay igen YE, ugh, men ſho ald 458 it, % 
| {n Luke 16,21. Leſus QUr 17 10 as iy LY Re thankfu)neſſe | to hi 
Lf 20 34, 1 Father that 77 kid theſe thing! from the w iſe and prodent , „ 
[1 hag revealed them to Babes: Now that l muſt netds' be 
Ly | bythe Soiri, according! to | at, 1 Cor. . And on this mine" * 
f ex 1s it that 15 Lord comforts hi; Di Noted cellirig chem, that 
2 aber werd given e bu Father to 17 . and ſo in tat- 
11 65 10 De bleſſed are the ejes that ſis that that th; 
ſaw, which was, as the Apoltle ſaith "God mani ted in the Py | 
which many wile men and Kings defi vol to ſee, but could not cent; 
* and ſo that was 00% made manifeſt to them, which before was k 
from wiſe men and Scribes , and ſo was at the preſent alſo js? 
' for few of the wife could attain to.the knowledge of him Ant 
| his doctrine, as they did. Now with this alſo agrees what our 
bat, 23.2.3, 9 Saviour afficmes to the Saddpces, who by reaſon of their 
) wiſdome and learning thought. to have intangled him, he tells 
them, that t they, ent wine the « Scriptures , for all their 
1 great learning being: odd Spirit. Nom by theſe” 
Scriptures, this point being! mfirtied, good res fon allo 
my by Gods Word be broj 2 the further juſtifying of 


l 

0 

E. * 
1 Reaſon. rd. becauſe it is the bod plesfute of God to pc 3 i 
Salvation in great contempt and enmity to mans wong, 5 P 

Hence is it that the Apoſtle faith, that he preached 774% rA. a 

N Cor. l. 23, Fa Jews a 370 ſtumbling block, and to the Oni thy Brest: r. 
0 

t 

0 

tl 

le 
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24. For che Jews, we reid, in great col tempt tefpleg bim; as P. 

Job 19. ig. Jate bid them bthold, Your 7. King, preſently hey cry. - dg 

> 21s with him, away with bins, crucifie him; And fb when Pilate had” 
| | wrote on the Croſſe, that he was King of the Jews, the took“ 

it as 2 great prejudice to them, and therefore” wilted: um to 11 

write, That he [aid be was King of the Jews.“ 5 

And ſo as Perer tells them in Acts 3. 7 ied bim, and de- 

fired a'mmrtherer to be given them: And to el kbe Geh- . 

OY tiles, for they had theit hands alſo in his Jenks And we find 


4. 17.18.23. that t when : 3s Paul prenched him at Aibent, that then this ſay- pr 
15 Apoliie here 10 made ood, be. 5 of A and Gen« | al 


A al 
| 


1 tot a. Neto * 9 Human ; bing. E 3,5 7 

tles; anꝗ indeed they bock agree © bang bim, betwixt heayen 

and earth, as being ip their Eſteem worthy of neither, and yet 

© even in chis cruciſied i q us dies contained the ſalvation of yall , 2 

(boch eus and Gentiles) chit are ſaved; and in this deſpiſed #05 

|; 22 with che / | Apoſtle to falyation; for in , Cor. 2. 

- him, thus diſþgnourdble and, pameex, in mans wiſdome,, he bid G l. 6. 14. 
all out beaventy © treaſures of wiſdome, rig hteouſuoſſe, ſanftificd Cot 

= ron and redemption ;' for he. the wiſdome of God, aud power of ; c — * 

oF 1 God, 1 Cor. 4. 24. uad dee | „ 7 

it Andtbesxesſon, why ſuch as have Gods Spirit, deſtitute of: reaſon. -» 

\ Humane Learyins, come thus ro know. Gods mind, is, That (as 

7 | the « Apoſtle geclares ) wo fleſh ſhould rejonce in Gods preſence ; u1 Cor. 1. 29. 
5 now this learning is but fi-thly and catnall: Now the Apoſties 

3 adviſe is, though we had known & Cbriſt Ieſis aftet the fleſh, x» Cor. 5.16. 

% yet no coming to be after God, we ſhould henge forth Kiipw 


— 


1 
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-N% OR OW. 


1 - him ſo no more; and here is a ſufficient reaſon , becauſe kno w- 

| ledge js ſubject ro puffe us up, as ſaith the y ApoNiſe': Whied as = 

Cr love, and the learning of the Spirit , keeps us low in our own? * . 8. 
ir I eyes, and cguſech, as Selen ſaith, our minds to be good, ma- - 
ls BM king us ſuicableco the Apoſtles ethortations, & faying, B. et tan 
Py en minded but make your [clues eguall to them of thy lower ſort; WAY 


000 be not wiſe in your ge lyes, byr. # let eviry man eſteem others bet- Pöl. 2 j. 
ter then him elf; and i, g, let him b glory in the Lord. bt Cor. 1. ft. 
Now he that hach.chele thingy,as Jamane Learning and Wüdom Here glory- 
* 1 mote then another, thin igh and conſider duly with him- 2 
elt, whether he doch nöß qbink, andgodclude, that he in regard 5 fle 5 
3Þ of theſe things, is got more to be ol Red, then they that are baughtineſſs 
© BY without them Now by en e, this rejoycing is not good, for ic * 
ſe: is a tejoycisg in the bi and ſuitable to 4. works, and fo not 
„of God z and yet ſo is, a Soc For .ouf hearts we cannot but 
4): ' think better of gur ſelyes for theſs things, then of otters wich- 
ad. out them; and ſo e may ſee the Polke words fulful'd, chat 
ok. the wiſdome f the e fl. h. that is, fat ſoever the ff. ſh Is extcl- „Rom. 8 ;. 
0. lent in; it is exmicy 10. God, it is not fade to the Liw of God, | 
-' neither indeed can be, | 


= 


c1 Cor. 5+; 2 
4 Rom, 4: 


£4 


4 Another cauſe, why che Spire teacbin il Tuſficient withoue 3 Reaſon, * 
n. Humane, Learning, is, becauſe, zs the Apoſtle ſaith , Fe are com- | 
ad pleat in him, that is, perfect and full in him; and this he ſtreng- 
J- dens yet further from his gonſidexation, that he is the Head of SF 


all Principalicics and Fowers; Jo that if chere werg any — 
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elſe to make us complear, he being the Head of all, we Gould 

Fi Cor. 12. 7, hive it;but he hath given nothing but his f Spirie t6 profit withal, 

therefore we are compleat by it alone; and therefore is it chat 

© $1 Tim. 6. 20. Paul g exhorts Timothy to keep that which was committed to 

2. bim, which was the Faith taught by the Word and Spirit, and 

| 2 nim to avoid and beware of Seewee, that is, all no- 
edge naturall , which is comprehended undet b Phyto 

n . prophane bablings , and oppoſitions to Be $f 

| Chriſt; and ſo much is by the Apoſtle there declared, laying, 

Which while ſome bave luſted after, they have erred from the 

Faith: So that it is moſt plain and clear, that theſe chings are 

fo far from perfecting men, or helping of them in the knows 

_ ledge of the truth, as that they hinder, and cauſe ſuch as pro. 

feſſe them to erte from the Faith: Even all the ſeven Liberall 

Sciences, for ais but Science, and all this Science or knows- 

| ledge is faifly ſaid ro be of uſe in the Goſpell ; prophane and 

'y2in babliogs are far bettet names for them, and oppolitions, 

Ys according to Puli teaching; and he ſaith of himſelf, I rbink 

| "ny ]have the Spirit of God, and ſo indeed he had without doubt 

25 and ſo our ground remains good, that we are cempleat in (ini 


** 


1 4 ; 65 1 th 
3 Reaſon, Another conſideration confirming this cope ſoſion, is from W 

11 Cor. 3-18, the Apoſtles 5 adviſe, Let no manwdtceive himſil/; and that in . 
5 the ttue way of attaining wiſdome, be declares what it is, in P 
thele words, That ſuch a one i to become a foot, that be may th, 
wiſe, and how is that, but by knowing that indeed rhere 15 h- 
thing in all mats wiſdome, to be dy whithelpfull; but hutt ĩulli Ac 
to him, in atraining and comprehending the wiſdome of Go Fea 
in Chriſt: Now what is more fpoliſh to à man, then to kn dra 
, that there is nothing that all the wits of man can reach unto die; 
that can bene ſt him? aud if nothing, then not the thing i wit] 
Tas queſtion, but that it muſt needs be, that we muſt be fools to it I . 
| ind what is the true mark of a foo}, but to be ignorant, an of t 
without knowledge? therefore we calf them foals in the work cel 
1 and ſo is it hete: The beſt way for « man to deceive himſelf, of 7 
| to know nothing of this Loving, nor any other fic{hly exce the | 
lency, that ſo he may leatn true wiſdome;” and the Apoſtle dot! A= 
(metbinks) ſufficiently cunfitme this advice of his 2g3inlt: 3 ning 

= extgptions, The Lord know; . (faith he) bar the rbonghts of 

er 


be vin: Men think high} y of their own conccits this may, | 


om... % 2 „c 0600 — 


| | Sale, Homane Learning; 
if no man will take this bis * for jy "bh — 

yet the Lord concludes the truth of it, and 15 

tbougbts of men to be vaine, that thinke Humans 

nd he)p.;, but let chem thinke whar they will, the 

w- dem in 5 » fot hee knows t hat it is ſure that they are el 

by, fir bis thenghts be not as mans bangen. 

of Now another cauſe that confirmes mee in this Concluſi- 5 Nah. 

ng, on, is, becauſe that whercſoeyer the Apoſile hon cum the - . 

the WY rits tracking, and preferres i ir, uſually he at the ſame dime caſts fi * 

are contempt upon this learning ,. 45 is to be ſeen many places; >” 

„- Cue, (Laich be) ſent me te preach the Goſpel, e 1 Cor. l. 13% 

to- the wiſdome of werd, left fen maks the croſſe of Chrif, e 


1 the 8675 Chrift of none effect, where we ſee, that for go 
— reaſon gras the * wiſdome of words. in | 
Ve 


nd inz of the Goſpel, that is, leſt. if be 
ns, done otherwiſe , he "Gould haye made it of no effect, 
pink becauſe he was to declare the 4 werd, without the 
übt leaſt mingling ; as if. he hond fay » ſuch manner of 
wif preaching is 8 fooliſh preaching, but it is ſo. onely . 

them that periſh , but to ſuch at are. ſaved it it the p of God, : # 
m without, whac man expedts; and therefore be J ſaith againe, ; ; Cor, 11 2 
4 inf} br was jealom over them with ag ly jealenfie, for he had pre» 2, 3. 
„in parcd them a pure Firgs for Chrift: bur, ſaick he, I f. 


that as the Serpent be e b bis ſabiii- 

te, ſe your Ku plat, races aeriked, and infe- 

Ad from the fSnceritie that is in e ſec was Paxl; 

feare , that while he was abſent vet Hor ould be-with- 

drawn from the foohſhneſs of the Goſpel, and the r har ol -j 

tie, ſinceritic , and. truth thereof, on pr gm hald bo 8 

withdrawn from by the ſubtiltie of Satan 1 0 

in his inſtruments the falſe Teachete; this be fcares, 

of their flechlinelſe chat was in them, which was ready . bo 

gt to their wiles by reaſon of their ſubtiltie that way, for | 

| faire words and flattetics deceived The . m Ro. 16. 18,” 
the fimple, and wich, chis cheir craftinefle chep.. lie * 18 

| » deceive, thus conempeoouſly, doth P LEED Eph. 4. ye. 
things, in oppoſition to the { 1755 learning 

ſecn in LE places, of which I will ar wg Tanker fob * 


* 


q 


Apoſtle Peter in bis 4. . 1 
. . ere 1 2 4 


= 


Mthat from t 
erſe Is, 
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2 ele e. ̃ . 
of rem — the (power ad banding of our Cord Efe, 


* ot ſu es 50 eſe are doth the Apoſt echoſero calt "Oh 
„Fim. f. ee Win divet- other's places: Which declare 
. hat t N eval on fuch lea nlog/invppofitibn eb thi 951 


2 *. 3. 9. 
[Fit of 
* Reaſon, o one ching mbre, which Mebuceivs ces, for che 
4 ' ptook of chis point itt hand, is drawn from the 2 Kir. 5. 10. 
L ; - Hier he drip rh 70 erf, and verſe ! *** Ts pb 
& q en} 4 ! "that N then k be ſpirit ſe eheth ko 
„deep thing of un char enn n what need 


e And with this Agtees the Apoſtle Jobs, faying, And 
be The un thath you , ſave'as that Aneiditing 9775 


Pear T hat we need not that 72577 
= bis followers, 4 of Recs 
fd 


5 bil 200 buy 2 „ ando 

4 ) bebe 2 5 . of" od, 145 they mig 15 D 4 the 
17277 Nüörrerote we may well be-withoot "any mans 

1 {n Troy 725 


75 or * "and He} point is Clear and 
1 . 755 tar Ag uro, that learn 
| F: "mY 19 7015 5 


Fel N 4A Saat of "yy Reader, 

"aha 1 e an Him ae Wiſdome, db well Y Hanan 
&, Ido 0 erſtnd whatſocverap» 
ſtacdivg., 'as he is ſeft without 
wore excellent it b't6 bim th 
it s ; therefore 2 is * of ſuc) 


4 1255 efeſſed thaw/clves to b 
ob 15 ib; th br ws 


Kom. 1. : 1. 


Mat. 6. 23. of mens nf het 


9 l ein“ i that be? Sg 
WWII erſtand, whatſeever ems excelle; 
. e Fe, 1 Shahn Fe 
7, an ag in t 

Fa ae one ſer, en as men 10 en ada 
; becauſe | 
ure grant them, "48 23. 
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withorr Humane Learning... 1% 
No follows to be anſwered ſuch n as ACT 
ales Aufuſt, 
That. of Pal, in 1 Tim. 3. C. That a Biſhop waſt be ts young r Objed, 
2 be being puffed up, fall into thy f the 
1 19} 
| Ihe Scholarſhip Paul means here, , inthe teaching of the Spi- eAnſw; 
tit, whereby the wan i made ſound in the Faith; for that learning | 
only will make men low. in their own eyes; 25i5deforedeeleted, .+: i... 
and he that is n the faith. wilkeves be fonnti the. moſt drt 0 
-lofty, and puſſed up in —— ſo de rejeted: of 
Sod, as the 4 as, Er! —— 
being puffed vp, he waz reje an 4 7 
* which example Paul ms 5, 28 T — and 15 8 
chas pabuly1 { fora Biſhop ia che Church. ic in reſpect of hioſpi= -* - 
an Lebe infayour: 294 felowſftip. pied 
4 — the who bole Boat at. the Revelarios de ſcribes 
- the Church to he. Now ſuch as by 24 — choſen 
to cha tate, heing young Scholars, that is, ner ſancdly-rgujbr is | 
Abe tratih h the Ipirit i he is, in great dangert iche more: other 
hat bi bath, fo.michrhe mort ts bephifed ups IT! 


hearoiogit =P 
believes the; cauſe, of Diggregher| ei, he wanted this r 3 Ioh. 2. 24; 
N and that cauſed; him to ſect the preheminenct; 

22 our great Scholars thin of themſelves, 
. of che high ne they base of 


wedihert the wene.. eds 


Athrir 
a 


- that, none that . not 8s — hee dog 

and. ſc Mw that theyhewr — rar 

20 rte 1 % the — I TOW 
. hy did the Laodiceznr, aud ſo indeed are 

407 Tee — of e Devill, as being rejected of Re. 3.196 

et nw and ſuch a8 are uft op; avd giv 

of 1 [web A are low ins yrs. bh 1 Pet. 5.58 
f cle men hum aul learred, be the y that arc pft np, or 
| tow inthe 3 a8 man 4 be that iu un I leate to 

all e eyes to ſec and loo into it, and ſo to judge ner. 
i, ot yet to learn Pauli Scholarſhips). 

110 1K 7 — W hat if; iofiwotd be 
Hawqne | 
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T The ſufficiency #f thi Spiritaweacbing 
Human Learning that is hete meant, then Paul ſhould teach 
Timothy for to teach the Church to chuſe ſuch: Scholars, 
23 had more learning then had their Maſter Chi Zoſan : 
my chis, fome ſay, is blaſphemy, and "threaten me ſorely 
or if. . * 
Auf. anſwer them; that conſidering Chriſ pcſus u Cd, necord- 

ing to the Divine Natare, /o be u God over all, and fo givis 

% Jam. i. ly. all things, Alt 17. 25. and ſo he is the u giver of every good 
{> x Ro.11.37-:|gift,” and fo | Humane Learving. and Wiſdome are I ef lu; 
And ſo much {burthar\men are maliciouſly bent q chey: tight 
18 : diſcern } that Liti this a, gew had nocto deaf with kim, as 
8, buras the CAMinifter of God, adminiftring for the good of 
Ma learns bis body ; according to that, Luke 24: 18. * where he ſaith, 
int cbriſ bad. The Spirit of the Lerd hath «Anointed me that 1 ſhould UMi- 


| wifter;' GC and ſo in this argument he is by the Apoſtte' ſet 
AK. . 22. fontch as 0 — pe of Nazareth, 4 man apjroved of God ; 
0 - and ſuch 4 man ſo adwiniltcing, I do ſilt affirme, and rhat 
| _ «With great conſidence, that he was unearned in this conſde- 
fo :58rion; and without che learning chat we ſpeak" of ; and fo 
4+ Tſa. the e of :the & cd chat was faid to river him, 
ca. 5.1 [theTongueof the & learned tha faid to be gives hi 
fe. 1 r by the ſame Prophet, to be the Spirir of God; 
For, ſuith be. The Spirit of the Lord hath Anointed me that'1 
el preach ; from whence" is plain, Tha (brift Jeſws was 
See further of n be Father fo preach by the Spirit , without Humane 
this in the E- Mund much is i ro them that can believe the Scti- 
ſ pifile nored : ptores, from ebe 7:15; Where the Jews admire, ſaying , How 
; with ( zem chr u e know thi Seripturer , ſaring that be was never 
' / learned. From whence it is plain, that as be was d Man, he was 


*Z 
: : 
: 


| 
1 


| knew all thing, and by a Divine/Power, not Humans Learning, 
| þ ſo much ashi on naturall Tongue by letter, as in the Syns- 
'} Luke 4, 17. © gone he could rake che Book and read; and this doubtleſſe 
4.  "  Twarone cauſe hy the Jews are ſaid to be aſtoniſhed at the 
hearing and ſeeing of him, as appeares, CAſatth. 13. 54: Kc. 
Lake 4: 22> ſo that from al this, my affirmation remains true, 
and good; that” if” Humane Learning ſhoxld be it that is there 
* mea by the le, then be was to teach the Servant tobe above 
| $ Ma. 10, 5, Maſter; when us Chriſt eus himſelf 4 faith, Is i enough 
s for the Diſciple'to be as his Lord ; and he being deſtitute of Hu- 
1 mine Learning ; his Diſciples may well be without it alſo, 
IIS. 9 2 5 * N 


by 
17 


= 


2 
— 


| anjearnedin the letrers of Scriptures, though as God he 


r 


bi Himine Learning: 13 

without any offence; and yet preach the Goſpell tod. Now, if 

notwithſtanding all this, there be them that will take c Fe- 

pbens accufers place, and ſtill accuſe me of blaſphemy, as they © AQ.6. 17. 

ly | did him, though it may be they may ſay true words ,: 2s 

- IN that ifaid thar Jh Corift w i without Humane Learning, and 

fo apply it to bim as Gad, when as | ſpake of him as Many they 

may there ſee themfelves ranked zxmong the number of them 

that are called by the Spirit of God, Falſe Witneſſes, as walking 

in the ſteps of thoſe envious perſons, * even ſuch as were, ale * Chief Priej/ 

wayes'the Murnheters and Berraytrs of Cbriſt Jeſwr and his ef in H. 

Jer vun; and they that ire ſuch, may be likened to them that — - * 

bring full of envy, 4 ſpake againſt rboſe things that were-ſpoken 4 Ad. 13. ag; 

of Path, contrarying them , und railing on them: Mark it, they 

| whal he taught; but diſproved it not, but ſpake agaialt 

it, and railed on the perſon, and fo left not, till they had been 

d ; means to expell them out of their Coaſts; ſo was he, and 

ac uch like meaſure is ſtill to be ex befall ſach as trexd in 

his ſteps; but ic is to be minded, that enyious ones ate the mo- 

vers of it; and ſo leaving of it, Icomy to another exception, 

which is, © > Jv # 15311 9 

How ſuch as are ane. will be able to ſtop the months of | | 
' 
| 


- —— ———— wm —⁰ůu— ——— — 
=- 1 , 


Gain-[ayerr, ſeeing the Apoſtle requires of 3. + BiGop, that be * 25% 
ſhould be able ſo S do? » 8 e Tit. 1. 11, 
I anſwer,-that it is not the Apoſlles intent that the wonrhs 4:/w. 


of G ain-ſayer; ſhould be by theknowledge of Tongues © 
and Arts, but chat way that irects, * 1 Tu. Which. 88 
is by ſound D eftrine, Or by wheleſame Dering ; ſo then, to go to 3% Gan. ey. 


any other way then thus to. ſtop their mouths, is both un- er; mourh-. 
ſound, — — — — and 2 — in | 
my jud nd chat according to Pax, 4 their months 
bonld be loft eps, then that they ould be ſtope after that | 
manner, and that it hath nor-proficed them in the ſpiricuall 
neaning of the word that have been exerciſed therein: S0 
ow it is high time, that we hononting the reaching of the 
dpirit, (ſhould refuſe to meddle with ſuch as go znothet Way 
0 — —— by ie, Fa — 8 rey us yo | 
t alone is ient to ſtey tbe mouth of all Gain-[apers. 1 
et able to refiſt the Spirit (not 1 Ter 60 =. Art 87 OY 
vhich he ſpake, for he uſed none of them, for the weapers- 
fe. 47e not carnall, ind ſo ate Tongues and Arts, and 


— 


4 


— — 


Le Wane Town N Ig 
Saws nee to Sen 27, ought not to take Mace 
wich them“ un Mey t Nen 7 —— vic hdd 7 c. ind 1A& $32; 
iknbwledge the Spirit of Cad freely biftowed , 6b tho klowe 
N. ibu b Hig ht . cher which 
de Ahab ik or felloa Mp this daſln in underſtanding 
and in #of che thidgs of God; ah \oleome to an6ther «2 * 
io: Ti addon e . 
Fade two mea, Nele Keindned with from God 4 WE: 
und alike pf by iy Spirit chewde a leatned men, and the 
Ueber an diente Mae, which oebete 0 be ton | 
int& e giſtety vf Ohviſt un h CHUH,ö,ͤ 7 7 5 
* 4 ee dag 
„ 8 N 55 i God Anſw. 


wi 9 e aper &abore n Cad 1 6. 
thei the ban fot all pre alike  ſptter of 


ſons , when be 


. reſpeck But he — tells W, ex thet or good chuſed the un- 
ED 82 vel, . alt;"br of 1 55 learned for 
2 ee y/by bath 4 rfe u iniſteti. 
a ro e Harb. Þ things 1 1 Cor, 1.27. 
*of ts — — e rhen N ſo choſen, 
let himꝶ hate his on choice, it is meer” be ſbould, for his choice is 
the beſt ; rad the end why he hath ſo choſen "is; rhat be gte 
' einfound the wie, and fo „ fulfill bis Werd ; xs Pant ß expftel- „ 164. 29.13. 
eth; ind thus he chuſeth, not only forSalvation;, ber for Mi- 51 Cor. 113. 
niſtration, the fool; in mans "account: Pai it ſeems q 4 Cot. 4. 16, 
was ſo fooliſh in theirs and others-acconnt in his xdminitration © 1 Cor, 11. 1. 
of the Word, as that they could ſcarce ſuffer it, and this ſenſe 
muſt needs be good, though the place be underſtood: of Gods 
voige to ſalvation only, which cannot be the meaning; betatuſe, 
i we may ſee Puli argument about r vraching the Gafpell, ra Cos 117. 
onwards in oppoling the Scribe and Diſpurer of this 
Wolle, to them that were not ſuch, and ſo comes to declate a- 
mong whom it was that the Lord made his choice „und that 
was among the fooliſn in theworſds eyes: But as I fad before, 
take xbe other fo the ſenſe, and the point remains true, be- 
cauſe, that of ſucb 43 God chaſeth to ſalvation of them , bt chuſeth 
© Miniſters / and for fal vation, i t ir granted, he chuſeth the foolifo ; 
eur maſt needs follow, that ont of the foeliſt-aife he eit 
ire, f 
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16 The ſufficiency of che A vicita teaching = 

- Secondly, And this indeed is molt ſuitable to the Goſpe 
{x Cor.rt. 3. F which wit ſelf ſimplicity, and appeates to the wiſdome « 

man ſoto be, ind it is not meet, our 2 ſaich, to put 2 

#raries togę aneh piece inte an Bid gar ment, nor ne 

into old vel“, bur do have all things: ſuitable ; Therefore, ſee 


Cor. r,25, ing the Goſpel is : fooli/oneſſe, therefore it is meet he ſhould 
* 
i be worlds 4 his ſervants too, when 2s they {ax m [art , [and not . 
Ly counr was 1b# al Lord. Fer cht was it of old, ſabjet to Se the 
;Propber, when xg the Lord ſent him to the 

1 Sam. 18.6, 7. eint him a Kin la ſeeing 4s 6 wan H 2 


* Fooliſh in have * feoliſß AMiniſlers in the wiſe worlds account , yea, and in 
t A dot 


Lords Anointed is before we but we finde that 
has iam oy ne pr hers lil 
an, gf ve of, 088, w wg 194 God: 6 | 
it here , we 74 #9 tet man fees, but acthe Lord, dire! 
. Thirdly, God chaſeth theſarbings in to others, 
x Acts 4. 13 ftoniſh the wiſ. of moan: When the x {anncil- 1 
der and faba were wnlzarned avax., and without knowiedze ,t 


1 
71 Cor. 3.19. m velled, and erg ; And N Apoltle, He. 
. een knqw- 


ledge lies in their breaſts ; h. che. Lord be comegand mak:s 
fools wiſe, and ſo catcheth them, manifeſting,chas cheir rhowgbts 
. be but wain, inthinking that the wiſe are them that God hath (be 
ſen, fox it is not ſo; fer be bath choſen rhe feelin ge confound io 
.»1/e, and therefore 135 are godly wiſe, ſhould chuic Gods 
wie , but the worldy fooliſh chings for his. ſerve , hefote the 
worlds wile ones; add ſo I come ta another exception, which 
8 | 
5 object. If it be ſandtifod, it muſt needs be 2 good bet the right un- 
der landing of the truth. | 
Anw. It is ttue, if it be ſanTTifbed, ſo it is; But how, or where doth 
that appear, that ever it was ſancti ia ꝰ Hath not the Logd long 
+ Iſa: 29. 14. agone told us by his & Prophet; and wiſhed his to behold it, 
T hat be would do a marvellous work; and then he doubles it as 
gain, even a marvellous work, and a wonder, and then all comes Mis 
threatened, do this, that be would cauſe to periſh , and defirey the wildome 
becauſe the tis wiſe, and caſt away the under ſtanding of the prudent; * and here, 
if we could ſee, we might al! of us ſtay out wondering at this 
range thing, and conſider, the Lord tells us, it « @ marve/ow 


A curſe 


IF; men, : l 
224 work, and a wonder, ind ſo our wondering and mare e * 


velſe 13. 
1 n Aba. 4 « , 


wirbeut Humane Learning; "17 

theſe things come ſo to be, is but a fulfilling of Fed Word; 

and men might teſt in it, and ſee in the next words, bat it 5s 4 x 
woe to them for the former abuſe of the ſame: and ſonow as u- 4 Mal. 2. 2, 
lachy faith, that be wonld curſe their bleſſings, and that he had. ; 
done it already: to both which b agrees the Apclttz iron er. 2 Cor. 1.19, 
and concludes allo, chat God bath diftroyed it: and in another ä 
place teſis us , that it is enmitie with Gad. How (hall any dare, 

ſay then,” it 5s ſandtiſiad, when as ſo plain a curſe is on it, as that ,, — 
ve are wiſhed to beware of being c /poiled. by it: Now are ſandified is » 
we. wiſhed any. where to beware of being ſpoiled by that /virirza! wajh..! 
which-is ſanJjfed to us, in a ſpirituall way Now thele things © Co. 2. B.. 
can be /a#fified no further then they are of uſe, and that is 
but in a worldly. way: for a /pirituall uſe, they be accurſed | 

from it. 

Nom another exception from theſe things thus minded is, © 9*je#- 
That by chis all Humane Learning ſeems utterly to be con- 

demned. f — | 

I Anſwer, that it follows not, becauſe it is not to be al- 
lowed, in this way, that therefore it is not of any uſe; for I 4*/®- 


| 


* 
4 


doe acknowled se it in it ſelfe to be a god thing, * and good * Huwane * 
in its proper place, which is for the repairing of that 4 de- Learning jr 


Cay which cam upon man fer n; ſo, I fay, it is of good uſe, £99412 757 
forthe repairing of that loſſe, and ſo fir for Stateſmen, Phy- Pager ee: 
fitians , Lawyers, and Gentlemen, yea, alt men ſo far as they from 6. is 16. 
can attain. to it, ate as men beyond and abo others that are 
without it, yea, and beyond alf other excetlencies that this 
world can afford, but bring” it once to be 1 bey ro undr- 
tand the minds of God in the holy Scriptures, and there it is de- 
eftable filth , droſſe and dung in that teſpzet, and ſo good for 
nothing, but edeltroy , and cauſe men toerre, as we. have Tuns 
ſeen before : It fares with it, 'as 1 perceive * it doth with <A... of © | 
re, keep it inthe chimney, and it ſeryes as a gdod blefling of ace, A 
od, for good and neceſſaty uſes, but let it once come into lite fire out of | 
he. roofe * the NC, and it deſtroys all, becauſe it is not in _ 2 f 
us proper place: ſo it is here, for this ching among mes, for 7 1 b „ 
om ide W e inptöptzche, fs ll Food; 95 ring it T bene. 
Noce to the. peifęctipg of the Goſpel, ard it wül Ware | 
de the ſpoiling of the Tight underfttndingrbetept?”* - '* | 
Aud yet further, ſo far doe TacknowiegF Topgues to be I 
F ufe” be ths id 4 Am Arg. * 
ee as co yeeld us the A the Scriptures; out of 5 in T. 
| 4 . 1 * 2 — Pd one lations #5 


without Humane Learning, 19 
Yoſeph of s Arimathia, one k Nicodemmn, one Deputy 7 Sergi 


1 
% Paulus a prudent man, and divers of m2 the Prieſta. But this 


nan was not uſual, for it is hard for ſuch men to entertain. the 
ſpi-Y truth: Gods ordinary way is among the fooliſh, = weak and 
hall vile, ſo that when as the wile, rich, noble and learned, come 


to receive the Goſpel, they then come to make themſelves 


not. God choſen the poor, he well ſaw that the rich and carnall 
were dull of hearing of this matter, but yet he tells chem, God 
hath choſen the poor of this world to be rich in faith, and upon 
this conſideration. it is that he wiſheth the » Brother of bigh 
degree to rejencs in that be mas made low, that is, browght in his 
Wind, aud account equal with the poor , accountivg himſelf never 
2323 for any ſuch exeellencies; and ſo the Brother of low 

free, to rejoyce in that be is exalted , that is, that be was made 
a f King, and Prieſt. unte God, and was. ſat in heavenly places 
with Te/ns Chrift. ; {o as the one is made low: in reſpect of any 
fleſbly. confidence he hath in ſuch things, the other is exalted, 
being outwardly poor, by being in (rift Iiſus, and ſo they 
both meet in one; but now by reaſon of the [monk that is riſen 
out of the bottomleſſe Pit, and that the Devil is t caſh aut ef hea- 
un, and all bis Angels with. bim to the earth, which Angels 
were the faln u Stars that he drew. after his tail, that now he 


ies bath by reaſon of them“ hatched ſince 2 Religion inthe world, 
ave as that he would have the w/e, the rich, the noble, the learned, 
1le-YF the onely ones, and the. peor muſt be beholden to them, when 
to Ul as this is like himſelf, direRly ro oppoſe Jeſus Chrift, fo, as 
h if chat we may truly ſay with the Prophet, Lerd, who bath be» 
ge lieved our report? or to whom is the arms of the Loyd revealed ? 

mod But it is yet further objeRed to be the manner of ſuch as 
fled cannot themſelves attain to that excellescy.that is in another, 
me 8 diſparage that in them, that ſo they might advance them. 

nl ſelves. | 


This I confeſſe is a carnal courſe, that ſuch as are themſelves 
fleſbly. are ſubject to take, and it may as well be my fault as 
anothers ; but yet I profeſſe in the preſence of the Lord, that 
I do not allow.my ſelf in any ſuch courſe, neither doth ſuck. 


Trath 


+ 4 


— 


equal with them of the o lower ſort, the fooliſh, vile , and un- 
learned, for thoſe be the true p heirs of it, and therefore it was p Iſa. 61. 1. 
not in vain that James ſaid, g Harken my. beloved brethren, hath I Jam. 3. 5. 


an exception as this beſcem en thes © ted. by. the Spirit of, 
. tA a g 2 


i Mar. 15.34. 
k John 3. 1. 
AR. 13.2. 
Act. 6. 7. 


m1 Cor.. 27, 


= 


ſam, 2. f. 
b Mat. 11 5. 
dom. 12. 26. 


Jam, 1.9, 1%, 


ſ Revel, 1. 6 


t Ephel. 2. 6. 


u Rev. 2. 61. 
* Pride and 
baughtineſſe & 
4 Religion of 
the devils 
hatching. 


7 Object. 


Af. w. 


10 The ſaffcienty of thi Spirits teaching 

Truth for to make 'againftany ſervant of God , that prbfeſſeth 
oppoſitio to ſuch things, as profeſſing to be led thereto' by the 
Carnall ad- ed and Spirit ef Truth, * for it ſavours ſtrongly of the fleſs, 2 
27 5 4% and is too ſaitable ro the prattife of reprobates, hoſe prattiſy ¶ thi 
4 —_— is to take rhings i» the «vill pirt , whereas love, by Which"alt Nl fel 
the Saints ſhould judge, ju“ g s the beft of things, till ſuch time it I tt 
can eſpie any cauie ſo to do. And for the /ifting wp of my I th- 

ſelfe, to be ſure 4f | ſo doe, Gods word it is, that he will plinth the 

1 mighty from his ſeat, and then you may be ſure, that gctotd- 
18 ing to his word. my fail wil be far Per then thy txaltariow 
N. can poſſibly be, and therefote it were belt for all ſuch ts ſo cons 
ceive, to commit the judgment to tb Lori, and themſeſves 
jadg- nothing before the time, nor ſpeake m more preſumptuuſiy; 
tet not arrog ancie como out of ear mou, for the Lord is a'Golliof 

- knowledge, and by bim enterprif. 1 ef. But yet after 
this manner ot-reaſouing , call en may overthrow che 
whole Goſpel: For ' whereas the Scripture ſhe ws that Feſwr 
Chrift was without form, or beauty; or any ſuch thing, whirefore 
he ſhould be dt fired, thecarnall may will toon fay, no other but 
ſuch a one would be ſo fooliſh, as to part from bonewrs,” rithes, 
credit, add ſuch like, to endure fo much ſortow, and need not: 

| and whereas the Apoſtle + ſaith, Thathe took on lim thr form 
q || of a ſervant, they would foon anſwer, and good reaſon why, 
118 becauſe he could not be a Maſter: and whereas ithts ſaid), H. 
| choſe the poor. that will rhey: ſay; he muſt needs do, and the 
fooliſb, tor none of the rith-and wiſe would be ſo ſimple 2s to 
follow him: and whereas he faith, Love not rhe world; nor th 
things in it, good cauſe why, will they ſay; for ſuch fools as you 
know not how to get it, orelſe,to be ſure hu would love it as 
well as others, And thus have 1 given you glimpſe, how that 
by this manner of carnall arguing, we might oberthrow our 
own Salvation, aud fit dews in the very valt and ſhadow of dtath, 
| 4s full of darkneſſe, as this argument is deſtitute of truth: 0 
Mr And thus having anſwered to ſuch exceptions #3 I know of, WW 
if made againſt this truth, I come now to ſuch Uſes as it (hall ate 


* 


11 ford us. The firſt is, 1 
| . vſe. To difcoyer to us the depth of the great Woe that the wild 
Rev. 9. from les under, {ct forth and y revealed tows, in Which the word of the” 
%% Lord fulfilled, and men ſee t not; and this you know the 
4 Scriptute in ſundry places Wakes the'depth of l in 
| | "7z0 . 
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without Humane Learning: ' » 2X 
Hoſea, Ephraim # ſail to have here and there gray hairs, and yet 
hi ſaw them not; and in this we know S the. ſtrength of that 
this is there made the depth of their woe. And the like is mani- 
feſtec * elſwhere by the ſame Apoſtle, declaring, That though * 1 Tim, 4. 2. 
they Peak lies , yet they wer! ſo ſcared in their conſciences , as 
that they felt, nor fe arad no danger that they were in, no more 
then the man that lying drunk did, though be lay ſleeping on the 
top of the Mat and ſoready to be drowned, yet he feared it not; ©9-23.34,35, 
and yet ſuch is the caſe , rhe Sun and the Ayt being darkened, of thoſe _. 
their condition. muſt needs be wofull; and yet this is the caſe dirkreſſe 705 
of the Inhabirants of the earth, that they cannot be brought 173%; and Live 
to believe; but that they ate ina very good caſe, though that in the [moth of: 
the light of thy gloriouu Goſpel which i the Image of God, do not be worldly 
ſhin: auto them, as aHaith the Apoſtle. Now. that by which by wo 6 
this dua is (aid to be darkened, 5: the ſmoab of the bottomleſſe Pit, i 
and that we ſhall find to be the glory and pawer of the falſe 
Church ; called by the name of the Battemleſſe Pit. And that 
this may the better appear, we hind many & places in the Scri- _ + 1 
ptures , manifeting the glory of God; and hi power to be bis 1 wah is ; 
moak; Now becauſe God hath ſmodk in his Temple, ſo bath Rey.s, © 
Gods Adverſary in his Temple alſo, or rather, his Sortemleſſi | 
Pit: After his /moak , in Rev.9,2,3. there follows power ; and if 
you look in the 7.8, and 9, verſes, there is their glory ; and it 
doth further appear by the thirteenth Chapter, and the third 
verſe, that it was ſo great power and glory, as that all the world 
wondered j and admired it; and yet this Ieſ Cl Font 4 
great woe and plague to them; now part of this m believe is R. 16 19, ft. 
this learning which we Have here in queſtion ,-for as we have 
before minifeſted, rhe Sun light of the Goſpel of Jelus Chriſt 44. 
lews not, for the glory of C hrifts Dodctrius it, that it is of the Spi- 
rits teaching; for when we behold the glory of the Lord in the . Cor. 3 17. 
oſt perfect meaſure, fo as we are changed thereinto fromglory 
| glory; yet all is from the Spirir. of. the Lord, ſce ing that he 
is the promiſed Comforter, that is to teach us all good things 
delonging to our perfection. 
Then ic muſt needs follow, that is a ſmoaky power and glo- 
y, flowing from the Kingdons ef Satan, and ſo a part of | 
be T aile that c the Dragon drew the Stars withall after him: © Rev. 12. 4. 
nd hence comes it to paſſe, that now inſtead of the Spirits 
2 teaching, 


2 great fudgement, that men ſhould confidently take lyes for truth, f 1 Thefz. 11. — 


- : * 


87 The ſufficiency of the Spirits teaching, 
By > Pete2e Is reaching; according to Peters Propheſie, here are a generation 
FI = Tim, 4. 2: that do ariſe, which privily bring in damnable errors and ſo, for 
1 that end, forſaking the Spirit of Truth, they ſpeak lies through hy- 
pocrifie: As Paul alſo witneſſeth they ſhould do, pretending 
now, that the true and right way for underſtanding the Scri- 
ptures and mind of God was, that men for that end muſt learn 0 
a part from others, only for that work, and ſo to be taught in 
Tongues, and divers Languages, and have their wits exerciſed A 
r. in Arts and Sciences humane, and ſo. ſach a flouriſh bears this ll © 
1 in mans conceit, as that it ſeems the only way that can be for Ye 
44 1 % a man to be made fit for this work, ſo that before, while the 
= Angels ke pt their ſtation in heaven, the Spirits ſimple texch- 4 
ing was judged ſufficient, without theſe things, for this work, | 
* they now being fallen from thence to the arb, an baving the di 
Neu. 9.4 hey of the bottomsleſſe Pit, thence it being opened, now. ariſeth 
oF d See John up 4 Plato and Ariſtotle; and à multitude more of Heathen 
i Ball on A. Phyloſophers: *- Theſe are the faur Angels that fland on the i ©* 
4 Phyloſepbers Four corners 7 the earth , holding the four Winds that they foonld ſet 
ere the Angels not blow on the earth, neitber an the Sea, neither on any Tres, as , 
% b binder — — have the whole pamer of preaching in their 
Fe $ 5777 hand, not ſoffering any to blow, but who they pleaſe ; and ſo tl © 
us wines 1% de withheld the truth in wurighteenſueſſe declaring thereby they be fin 
four corners of under the wrath of God; and they ſeem to yeeld theſe ſtarry I. "© 
II be earth, Principles vety fitting in their own underſtanding, better ro NN *© 
Ker. 7. 1. Furniſh them with fitneſſe to open tis mind of God, then his Spi- 1 
Im. I. 18. „can do ; whereas before, when as. the perfect teichings of ** 
the holy & wa in force, theſe men, of allothers, were b m: 
re afon of tna earning and wiſdome, the moſt unutterableſt th 
men that were in the world for the receiving of the truth ; as MW ** 
appears by the teſtimony of Late, and is not yet, for all the all 
great Sin: light of the glorious. Goſpel of Ghrif, which. theſe c 
men profeſſe, they have theſe black ſmoaky- principles Kill ſo I 72! 
11 ſtifly ſtood for, as that there is no removing of men from the 
TH high conceit that they have of them: And Toth not this ſuffi- WM . 
65 cient ly declare, as the Apoſtle ſaith , That God bath blinded th: 
| | +2 Ccr. 4. 4. the minds of men, ſo as they cannot. ſee, but are ſo much the 


Acts I. 18. 


£ - 


en 9414 blinder; becauſe they ſay: they ſes: Aud hence came it to paſſe, i 6. 
obe. that for mentioning las and. Arial le, ind. ſuch like, W ⁴ð W V2 
„ demaaded how I came = of that, if not by oel 

Hamans Learning ?: with contempt caſt upon it, as if that = 


which 
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ns which Thad from them, being Humane le: ed men, was of it 
"x ſelf —_ to overthrow the matter Wh 11 had there deli- 
ill vered. 
8 I anſwered then, as I do ſtill, it was none other but as Paul Auſw. 


mentioned to the Athenians, their o Pott, and vet for all 4&4: u. 
that, he was as great an enemy to Humane Learning as I, and 
d greater too. And it is to be minded, as I have before declared, 
chat I do not oppoſe the knowledge of humane things, nor 
yet deny, but that we may be acquainted with their ſayings, as 
or tte Apottle himſelf, and our Srviour was, yea, and that ſome- 


* times we make uſe of them too, as occaſion requires, as I have 
k, done here, chough ſparingly, and but ſeldome, and whea it is, 


* that it be of great uſe, as it was at thoſe three times that Paw! 
did uſe them, and no more, that Iremember, in all the Scri- | 
ptute. Now this you ſee the Spirit teacheth, and therefore it 44, (7. 28. 
hb, Ny not properly do called Humane Learning, eſpecially in my Sq 15: 33 
12 ſenſe that I have to do withali, hich is to oppoſe that which — 
is maintained to make men fitting to open the mind of God .. 
ir in his Word, which is by the learning of Tongues and Arts, | 
o u of neceſſity, whereas this is uſed hut by the y, and not to 
6, fad ont the Trath with, but it being ſafficiently before pro- 
ved by themſelves alſo : It is the Spirits order to gain thoir 
acknowledgement of it, and this is no other learning, but | 
what every man without any Scholarſhip (as ye call it) may 
57 attain uato, whereas that that is ſo much glotied in is, that a 
b man is able aptly to ſpeak according to art and knowledge in 
eit che Sciences, and this is it by which men yet ſtill are hatched 
and bied up, and this I believe was the means of bringing in g , 6. 
the All thoſe abominable errors that the earth hath drunk in, both 1 Tim. 6.0 : 
in Doctrines and Practice, and ſo have occaſioned thoſe noy- Revcl. 12. 457, ? 
(> ſome luſts that drown men in perdition, that the man of God | 
be is to fly, as belt beſeeming the tail of the Dragon, and ſuiting 
5. with this great woe which is further manifeſted, by comparing 
ed the Miniſters of /e/#s ¶ briſt, and thoſe together. 
he Now what marks they be known by, you may read in 2 Cor. 
ie, 6. from the third, tothe 11. Verſe, where, as in a Looking-glaſs, 
vou may behold the true Picture, both of the one, and of the 
other; by them we approve our ſelves as the Miniſters of 
Chriſt, and give none occaſion why our Miniſtery ſhould be 
reproved ; ſuſth Paw; In much pati ner, in affiiftions, in nocoſſi- 
6, 


— 


— — 
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54 The ſafſſicieniy of the Spirits reaching 


many ſtripes do they ſuffer, or ſhalt have nec d fo to do, be the 

but obſervint of their Canonical obedience? How many, tay 

where ire any impriſonments that they ſuffer, or at [caſt need ®/ 

| to do, if they live according to their own Laws? And ior tu ® 

I! | mults, they are ſo far from abiding any, as that they be far mo 

1 ready to make them againſt others, then to endure them then fai 

ſelves, and for their laboutrs, which what he means you. may 80 

perceive by 1 Cor. 4. 1 2. and that to be ſure they are gui lt le ſſe 
of; and ſo for their watchings, and fiſtingg, and all the re 
being duly conſidered of, we may read the quite contrary fu 
filled in them, ſo that of neceſſity there will appear 2s void 
11 difference, as is het wixt light and datkneſſe, aud thoſe perſot 
| | 4 14 from more fit ly ſuiting that deſcription belonging to the . Locuſt 

7 eos, then with this defcriprion here of the h Apoſtle ; fo far at 

from 3. 10 11, they from what they pretend themſelves to be, as that th 

words of the. Prophet came truly to be futfilled in them, 7 4s 

i Iſa, 47. 1% their i wiſdome and their knowledge, per vm ts them, or cauſes the 
to erre, aud is the wickedneſſe they truſt unt⸗; and this is it th 

lifts them up in their own concejts. ſo far, as that they think i 

their hearts; and tick not to ſay alſo with their tongues, th 

- -they are for the mĩniſtration of the Word, and none elſe; at 

the Lord ſaith, That their wiſdeme ang knowledg is the cavſe. 

E441 4 ; i 
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withour Humane Learning. 17 
th their error, and they ſay, it is the means of right under- 

anding: now whether is to be believed God or they, let all 
judge, eſpecially when as we ſee, that the Lord himſelf 
is againſt them for it; in denying others, he denies them, ſay- 
ing, therefore all evill come wpon thee , and then ſpalt not 
know where it ariſeth, &c, all which] deelares the depth of 
the woe they lie under, for is not this a wofull thing, that 
of that which God hath made a curſe, men ſhould make a 
bleſſing, and that againſt his will, add ſay, that his mind cannot 
be knowne z what can be more againſt him.? | 

In the next place, that being ſo, that men taught by Gods 2 v/e. 
Spirit, are through it ſufficiently made able to know his minde 
in word, then it teacheth us not to account any man any whit 
the nearer to underſtand the Scriptures by any humane excel - 
lencies, but rather let us be ſuſpitious of bim that hath them, 
for the fame, eſpecially if he make uſe of them in thoſe 
things, for, as we have ſeene they be dangerous to be lean- 
ed unto, It is his high time that now we ſhould all awake 
from ſleepe, and watch in the Spirit, and fo let the Lord 
have. all the praiſe and glory of his owne grace, Not unte Rm r 
un, not unte ut, but to bis name be all the glory, ſeeing itis be "_ 
only that doth great things. ; 

Aliſo it may teach all men to ceaſe pinning of their 
faith upon the ſlceves of Learned men, for there is no 
goof cauſe Why we ſhould ſo doe; but ro ſee with 
our owne eyes, ſeeing that the juſt is to live by his own 
faith, aod to beleeve what the Lord hath ſaid, which is, 
that be bath'k bid thoſe thingh, that is, the my ſteries of the & Luke 10, z1; 
Goſpel C among which, this which now. is declared is 
one ) from the wiſe and learned, and this 1 verily be- 
deve is the wholeſom Doctrine of the Goſpel, and which 
hath agiinſt it the wiſe and learned, -oppoſmg and de- 
nying of it to be ſo, and. ſo confirming the words of 
our Saviour : therefore need we not to wait for their 
witneſs to it; but to be glad, and rejoyce to ſee his 
aying made true, That he will reveale them to babes, 
hat is, ' [imple things in the Worlds eye and account, 
nd with this conſideration to overlook all contempt that 
an be caſt upon us for the ſame : For ſo is it now with men, 

at they judge that nothing is hid from ſuch and; ſuch, 
F - 1 


£,» 


when 


— 


26 The ſuſßeieney if the Spirits tracking, 
1 when a5 we are to expect the fulfilling of the Prophecy of 
Eich. 13. 2,3. Zachary, that the Lord will cut off the names of the Idle, and 
| the unclean Spirits of the Land, and that while they Prophecy, their 
Father and Mother that begat them, ſhall run them through with 
the Sword of the Spirit, and ſay , T hox ſhalt not live, became they Wl ® 
told lies in the name of the Lord; and then ſhall they be , ll * 
of their Viſien ,, and it then ſhall be known, that their garments, - 
by which they be known & taken knowledg of to be Miniſters, Il © 
are garments of deceit;and at that day ſuch Prophets ſhal be aſha- 
| med of themlelyes,as that they ſhall diſclaim themfclves for ve- of 
m Tach. iz. 4, f ty ſhame, to ſtand in any re lat ion to ſuch Prophets, as ms there 
the Prophet ſhews, 'when are their neereſt friends wich con- fr 
tempt ſhall refuſe them, and tun them through, ſaying, Th 7 
tolaſt us lies in the name of the Lord; ſuch light it ſeems ſhall then 


appear, as that they themſelves (hall coant him no Prepher , — 
that is made fo by mans teaching, Now this teaching in que- | © 
ſtion, is but mans teaching, and therefore when as the clear bh 


lighe appears, they (hall be aſhamed. of it, though now they 
refer it. 5 | 
- This Conſideration alſo miniſters matter of thankfulneſſe Ml //” 


De. to Gos on out parts, for his cnceediog kindneſſe towardeus in 15 
Chriſt Feſus, for that he is pleaſed to reveal theſe great Myſte- , 
ries to ſuch mean and ſimple things as we ate, when as he con- 4 

Wan ceals them from the wiſe and prudene : - This # uſe Chriſt Fe. 


fie himſelf makes, and gives us to underſtand the trye cauſe 
why, and that he makes not any excellency in them, more then 
was in others, but only according to the nature of the Goſpel, 
the good plcaſure of God, which is indeed the only ground 
of all out happineſſe, and bleſſed muſt needs all thoſe be, that 
can with our Saviour truly conclude with the fame.” And ſo 1 
come to the next point; for having ſound out who be the 
learned men that Peter here intends, which is, they ate taught by 
the Spirit of God, thenit muſt needs follow , that they that 
arc not ſuch, are the perverters of theſe and all other Scri- 
ptures to their own deſtruction; and ſo this is another Obſer- 
| vation. 

1} *-Herebeſet That ſuch as are deſtitute of the Spirits teac hing, thong h fur- 
our the per ver. ; 3; with Humane Learning , are the perverters and wreſters « 
| — 48 theſe, and all other Scriptures, to their own deftrattion, + 
| The truch of this Concſuſion appears plainly confirmed 10 
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us in the „ Phariſees , as out Saviour declares in many parti- o Mar. 5; 27. 
culats, plainly diſcevering the * blindneſſe of theſe learned ' Mat.23.from 
Teachers , in eſteeming and preferring of things leſſe in them» 16. 1 19. 
ſelves, above ſuch as were far greater, as the proportion is 

nde betwixt the Go/d of the Temple, and the Temple , and the 

2 Altar , and that which was (ffered thereen; and ſo blind were 


ea they, that they counted that moſt holy, which the Temple and 
— 7 4 ir M 

de Altar made to be holy; and the fame p elſwhere appears, ? Mar. 5 from 
05 that for all their learning, they taught directly againſt the mind 3 
_ of God in his Meri. We may ſee the fame further commended to 
©” MN us, Sarjeſw, one full of all 4 /xb:i/ry in this kind, but a turner 9 Ads 13. 6. 
'© iN fromthe Faith, and not to it, and a perverter of the ſtraight 


wayes of God. The like is to be obſerved in r thoſe of whom 7 i Tim. 1. 7. 
aul ipeaks , that wonld be Drcters of the Lam, and yet knew not 
what they ſaid , ner. whereof they affirmed ;\ (0 wiſe their Hu- 
mane Learning did help to make them. 
_ Now from the Word of Gd, good Reaſons may be obſer- 1 Reaſor. 
yed further to confirm this: As ny 1 
ey Becauſe nothing but the Spirit of Gu can bring any to the 
true kyowleage of the Werd of Gad, and fo faith the / Apoſtle, Cor. a. * 
We bave received the Spirit of God , that we may know the things * The Spirit 
that are given'us of Ged ,, * and Peter t tells us, that mo Seri. of Ged,though 
pture us of any private interpretation, but in oppoſition to that, in Coblers, | 
the Apoliic lets the Spirit, and oppoſcs it to the will of man, Pedle, Tian 
J-. ad ſo dectares that the Spirits interpretation , where it is, is a 8 — | | 
| publike interpretation, and not private; and that men, though ; 3 |, | 
hen indurd with great learning. having not the Spirit of Gd, can l the worlds 
pel, pre buf a private interpretation, according to the Apoliles in- Learning, | 
tent, let men judge what they will, though it be the Pope, and — 1 . 
his Councils of Cardinals and Biſbopt, and the reſt of that %, Cl 
earned Rebble; yet they beir g deſtitute of the Spicit, can nals, Biſheps, 
the give but à private interpretation, according to the Apoſtles or Pre: byrers- 
by nin d Whereas, if a man have the Spirit cf CC, thovgh he be # Let 629,26 
ka Pealer, Tinker, Chimney-ſweeper, or Cel ler, he may , by the 
elpef Gnds Spirit, give a more publike interpretation , then £ | 
hey all + for as aul faith of we, the ſame is to be ſaid of the ui Cor. 15.2 
pirit.,, Tleagi men did ſpeak, with the tengues of men and An- I 
«ls, aud Re all ſecrets, and had all knowledge ,: yet this is but 4s 
ſounding braſſe, or tinkling Cymbal! without the Spirit. , 
Another teaſon is, becaule this was one end of 7% Crit : Rn.. 
, Ez his 
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c Col. 2. 2. ing to the Apoltles c ſaying, ſeeing they be not faunded on the 


4 b n 8 1. 
lj e Spirits 

x Joba 9.39. his coming into the world, that they that x ſer might be mail 
* The learned hlinde; and this clearly appears in the Phariſees ,_* thoſe learn- 
accounted the ed wife men that counted the common people as accurſed , be- 


common peeple uf not knowing the Law, and they themielves ſeeing, bleſſed 


accurſed, A 
3 Joh, 7.48. ones; and therefore, y: ſay they, Do any of the Rulerror Phar. t. 
ſees blue in him? as touching, that che Ralers and Phariſees i 5 
mult needs know the tcuth , when as theſe were blind guides, h 
T Joh. 9.49. as our Szviour ſaith, and ſo much ⁊ theſe cook notice of that h 
he ſo accounted them; and ſo alſo thoſe that were b/ind in mam h 
fight , as was the b/ind man there ſpoken of, He ſoes-the gift of ſl tf 
God, and believes in Feſis Chriſt for is ſalvatun , and yet they V 
«Ver. 29. refuſe the knowledgand light of this ſteing 2 man, and up- 
braid him for being born in fin, and for going about to teach 
them, ſcorning that ſuch learned men as they ſhould be taught : 
of fuch as he was, thaugh'7e/4« Chriſt hach made him learned, Il vv 
and given himſelf for him; F 
3 Reaſon, Another Reaſon is rendered out of the words, 


Becauſe ſuch are unlegrned and unſtable ones: for as before 
* The unlearu- we haye ſeen ſuch perſons are deſtitute of the * true learning, 
ed of the Spi- ſo alſo are they in an unſetled and unſtable condition,  ſecing, 
rit are the uu as the Prophet b witneſſeth , That the Spirit 1 the eftabliſher 


Let 7. neither can they be rooted; and eſtablifhed in the Faith, accord- 


Rock Chriſt Feſus , but on the Sands of Humane Learning, -ari- 
ſing from a tleihly mind, deſtitute of the Spirit of Truth, for 
they have not learned, as the truth is in Jeſus. 


+ Reaſon. Again, it muſt needs be ſo, that ſach muſt pervert the Scri- 
ptures, becauſe it is impoſſible for them to go beyond taciel f* 
14 principle : Now their pn is error, as the following words 0 
| | + They that declare, and by it they be guided f and led, even the whol 
beapel Teach- heap of them, as big as it is, and theſe ſhall ſatisfie mens uuſti, ani th 
ers to themM- turn them from the Faith, unto Fables, as the 4 Apoſtle long a- 
| — — 20 hath foretold ;- for ſuch as are themſelves of the fleſh, tural fe 
2 Tim. 4 4.5 àll things to fleſhlineſſe, for that is ic which they ſavour , for ro 
the unclean all things arc unclean, their conſciences being defy it 
eri. 4 be. led, as e witneſſeth the Apolite : Hence was it, that when 2 I. 
F Joh: 2. 29 Our Saviour F bad the Jewes to deftroy this Temple, meaning = 
2 29. his g body, they themſelves being carnall, undetſtood him to 
* ſpeak of the Temple of Feraſalem. And ſo the Capernaits. 
þ Joh, 6. 25 


when 28 / Ghrift cells chem, He will give them h of his flej 
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jo bat, they being carnal, cannar bear it, and all becauſe they be verſe ,, 5 
. deſtitute of the Spirit, for it was in a ſpirituall ſenſe that he 63. $a 
be · ¶ intended it. And the like is to be ſeen in Nicademus a Phariſee, Job.s. 1, 3, 4. 
leſſel and ſo a learned man, being a Teacher, and a Ruler of the Jews; 
hari. this man, for all this, when as 70% Chriſt tells him, That he muſt 
iſee: ¶ be born again, otherwiſe he cannot enter into the Kingdome of Ged , 
des, WM he ſecing no further then into the natural birth, demands 
that how that could be, That a man, when he iu, ſfrould enter into 
mans his mothers womb , and be born again; fo deſtitute was he of 
ft of | the ſpiticuall meaning of the minde of 7% Chriſt in his 
they Word. a 
up» Another Reaſon (methinks) included in the words is; Rea. 
each Becauſe ſuch perſons are uſually. veſſels of wrath , prepared 
ught i to d:/trnftion , * therefore they drive all to the ſame end, to 75ſt te 
ned, which themſc lves belong: The Goſpel i the ſavour of life to life whom the 
in them that are ſaved , but is the ſavour of death to them that Gofel is 4 ſa- 
p*riſh : Vet would I not from hence have any to conclude, — death, 
fore thar'l deny ſalvation to learned men, as ſome in effect have — 
ning, affirmed ( as Thear) of me, for the Scripture is againſt it, way, 
eing Wl as is already before declared from the i Apoſtle; though i i Cor. 1. 26. 
there be not many. But yet this for certain is the worſt work 
ord- that 2 carnal! man can undertake, to meddle with the Scri- 
ptures , ſeeing that he abuſerh them, and that to his own de- 
ſtruction, for the Word is a Sword with two edges, which who» 
ſoever that is carnall medd les with, it will run into his heart, f 
to k harden it againſt the day of wrath. And ſo I conceive the 4 Rom. 2. 5. 
point is clear and plain, That men without Gods Spirit , though 
furniſht with Humane Learning, do wreſt the Scriptwres to. their 
own deſtruct ion. 
But here it will then be demanded, how ſhall we know whe- 1 oljec. 
ther we have the Spirit of God, or the Spirit of Error? | 
Lanſwer, that the Spirit of God is a ſufficient witneſſe to ir ſelf, uf 4 
ſeeing, that the Spirit is Truth. Now this agreeing, as it doth = | 
or coll with the Word, needs not any other teſtimdny of it ſelf, becauſe 
it is the witneſſe of God, and that is the greateſt, as ſaith ohn, the 


n all | Spirit beareth witneſſe, for the Spirit is Truth: And againe, ! i Job, f. 6; 
ning » Hereby we know that he abideth in us, even by the Spirit that be m 1 Jch. 3. 
m to 04th given us. | a 


Next, it is to be knowne by its operations and works: 
a3 firſt it ſævour/ ſpirituall things; They that are after the fie; 
$1 aith 


— —u—d 
—— — —— 
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Nom 3. 1. faith the Apoliſe, „ ſavonr the things of the fleſh , and they that 


— b Ag are after the Spirit, the 7 6045 of the Spirit. And again, The © fi. 


\þ ihe works, vit is life for righteouſeſſe ſake, and is ſaid to be of 2 p quickzing 
5 


erſe ro, and an enlivening nature for righteouſneſſe. The kruics of it 
p Verſe 1. arcfurther manifeſted in 4 other places. Now the ſe things be. 
q Gal. 5, 22,3 ing found ia us, do witneſſe for C againſt Error, though it 


lf oli. ſet it ſelf up with neverſo high a hand: And yet here (me- 


— 


: 
1 
: 
| 
. 
: 
. 
x 


| thinks) 1 hear the wordly learned men ſaying to me, as did 
r1Kin. 22.24. » Zedekiah, When went the Spirit of God from them, to ſuch as 


| Anſw. I ſpeak of? To this I anſwer, that with ede biah, ſuch perſons 


do but beg the queſtion, and take for granted, like him, that 
which they never had, for that could never depart from' him 
which was never with him; therefore though he were great, 
and his companions many, as is / ſhewed, and that Micajah was 


| Verſe 6, 
| — * but one poor Prophet alone, and hated of the King, yet he had 


the Spirit of C d, when as all the other were led and ruled by 
the lying Spirit , and though eſis Chriſt, and his learned ones 
cannot be believed of.the great and honouralle Prophets of 
the world, but by Zedekzahs (hall be ſmitten on the Cheek, 
when by them this queſtion is demanded of the . Lords Prophers, 
yet thisanſwer may be given them, that when as they come to i 
hide themſelyes in ſecret, and to be aſhamed of their Vin, and 
that the r ſever laſt plagues come to be fulfilld, ſpoken of in 
the Revelatians, then they (hall find the trth of the teimem i 
that is born againſt them, though in the mean time the D, 
of the Lord be committed to priſon, there t cut the bread of af-. 
flullicn, and the water of afflictian for their teſfimtmj. | 
3 oljec. But though it be granted that Humane Learning is no help 
to underſtand the mind of God, yet is not uſefull to furniſh 
us with words to expreſſe our ſelves in the delivery of the 
Coſpt J. — | 
Anſw. I anſwer with Paul, that the f whole Scriptare is given of 
+ The whole God, and is prefitatle ts make the man cf Gd abſe lu te and through- 


Scripture i- 


| given of God, Hu furniſbed to every goed work; Whence I conchyde , that if 
u 2 Tim.z. 16, the Scripture be perfect and. abſelute fer every gecd work , then 


it is ſo fot that, ſo chat then there, is no need oi mans ni/deme to 
help the Miniſters of God, And ſo yet further, faith the Apoſtſe, 


Cor. 1, 17, that he x preached rhe Goſpel , nor with wiſd me (f words , if not 


with 1/aome of words, then I conclude, they were necd!efle, and 
ſo much the next words declate, Left, faith he, IJ wake 7 
41 | . Cyrille 


— , . _————— 
— — 


Croſſe of none effet. And 2gain, J, Brethren , faith he, when 7 


without Humane Learning, 31 


1 Cor 2. 1. 
ome unto you, came not with the y excellency of words, or wiſcim, ö 0 


wing unto the Councelſ of God, but frees himſelf from it, 


jenying that his preaching ſtobd in the 2 inticing ſpeech of mant x Verſe 4. 
wi/dome,- but on the contrary, in the plain evidence and demonitra- 

ron of the Spirit. And afterwards he gives the a reaſon for it, « Verſe 3. 
that their Faith ſhould not be in the wiſdime of men, by which, it 
ſeems, it is ſubject ſo to be, if that were uſed : And ſo we finde 


hat indeed it is, and not in the power of God, by the plain demon- 
tration of the Spirit: And though in all this one would think 


he Apoſtle had faid enough in this matter for the manner of 


e delivering of the truth, yet for. all this he hath not done 


ith it, but minds it yet 6 agrin, ſaying, Whith things as we b1 Cor. 2.13. 4 


” them, ſowe alſo ſpeak, not with words , which mans wiſdome 


eatheth, And ſo,agin, c fl ghtly paſſeth over the words of c 1 Cor. 4.19. 


ie falſe Teachers , as not worth the knowing or regarding; 
hecefore he ſaith , When he comes he will know , not their words, 
wt their power. And fo againe, he -condiſcends to the falſe 


Teachers, ſo far, as to confeſl: that he was d rüde in fpeaking, d i Gor.11. 6. 
wt wt ſo in _— By al which places it plainly «ppears, 


hat mant wiſdome Ito be rejected, even in fptaking the Word 


f God, and that none ate to affect any excellency that way, 


ut to content themſelves even with the uſe of the natzral. 
lities they have, without any art or skill in learning fur- 
— 
But Apollo is ſaid to be an eloquent man, and mighty in the Scri. 4 Otje. 
tures, Ace 18. 14. 

And ſo doubt leſſe was Paul, and Maſes, and thoſe menti- 
ned in Ad, 19. and yet, as I have before manifeſted , that 
then as all theſe came to receive the Faith, they left, fotſook, 

d contemned all that; ſo do I believe Was it here with this 

an, that when as he came to be taught further in the know- 
dee of Chriſt, that he then became more and more ſaitable 
o the rudeneſſe and ſimplicity of preaching the Goſpel, as well 
Paul, for never afterwards do we read that he was com- 
jended by that term, for ſuch manner of excellency was 
ropet to the Lau, and not to the Goſpel in any degree. But 
condly, take it for granted, that he perſiſted in his elo- 
nce , yet it appeares that it was ſuch as he had obtained 

being mighty in the Seriptares : And this alſo ons” = 
es 


—— — — — — 
— — — ——————— — 


Anſw. 


— 


3i The ſufficiency of the Spirits reaching 
ſtifies'a former Auſwer, that the Scripture alone is (wfficint th 
furniſh ut with expreſſion. So now the point remaining tu 
for all this, That men deftitute of the Spi is, having Humane 
Learning, doe pervert the Scriptures to their mus deſtruſtian. This 

in the fitſt place may teach 
. Vſe 1. All men, that ace without Gods Spirit, how wiſe and learn- 
ed otherwiſe they ſeeme to be, to beware of medling with 
the Feriptures, it is the worſt work that poſſibly they can un- 
dertake, for in ſo doing they meddle with that, in which they 
have no skill, ard ſo wound themſelves: for it is a Gary 
two edged ſword , and they having no skill to handle it, to be 
ſure, jt will dangerouſly wound them to their own deſtructi. 
on: but ſeeing the truth is ſe, as that they have neither care 
to heare, nor bearts to under ſt and it, therefore Iwill thus paſle 

it over: and 

Uſe 2. In the next place, take notice, that ſuch perſons without 
Gods Siprit , what ever they be elſe, yet they be both uner- 
ed and unſtable men, according to the wind of God : ſo the 
e unbelic ver is called of Paul, an wnitarned man: and fo mu 
F Im. 1,6, 7,8 in effect, f James tells us of a Faithleſſe mans inconflancy 
. that he 5s te about like a wave, and is anſtable in all bis aN 
Religion, for indeed wanting the Spirit to eſtablifs him , be is 
TH: dtiven hither and thither of every; blaſt and breath of was 
1 wiſdome , and ſo much experience, without any more Scrip 
1 tures daily proves upon every change of Orders, and Ordi 
| nances of Religon : how confidept have many wiſe "world 
| lea ned men been of the ir ſtability for being brought to yer! 
x to this or that, when as the raging wave of the Sea hath roar 
ed but a lie how have theſe men fallen from their ſuppoſ; 
flabilitie and ſledfatnſſe? ſo that inſtances I need not nam 
every ones ſmall «xperience can brivg forth enough :; but 
from all this there is given us to ſce the Scriptures fulfille 
before our eyes, for our confirmation, and their juſt cor 
victon. =, 
Uſe 3. New in the next place Iwill manifeſt in ſome few parti 
( culars, how theſe learned men, but according to Peters it 
IV} tent, unlearned men, doe pervert the Scriptures, making thei 
interptetations as carnall as themſelves, for when as t 
Scriptures ſpeak of learning, and ſo by it doe for the me 
part commend unto us the leatning of the Spirit of Truth, 


_befo 


£ 
DMD on wry  »eo . ev... oa 


e1 Cor. 14. 24 


— ————— = — —_— 
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| bent Humane Learning? 33 
before? we have ſcene from this Text, and many more pla- 
ers, theſe perſons preſently apply them to Humane Learning, 
god'therTexcs, ate a} by them-wreited and perverted: and in 
this kinde many) ipſtances might further be alled ged. Firſt 
concetaing the Chutch, whereas: che Scriptures doe Autho- 
rize :;Chailhians to gather themſelves together in Chtiſte 
dame, a0d- fo bave the g promiſe of Gods preſence in ſo do- 
ing. This they preſently deny to be the intent of the place, 
und. ſay, it. is to be meant of two or three come together in 
performance of prayer, or ſuch; like; contrary to the ſcope of 
the place, which treats only of ſuch as are. in Church Order, 
and have committed to them the power of binding and 
looſing , which the -promiſe of Chriſt Jeſus his approviog of 
the ſame by them; and. belides, where in the Scriptures is : 
Chrift Jeſus ſaid-ro be in the midſt of any but his 4 Chor- Teri. 16. 
ches. And further, whereas the Scriptures ſpeake of the , Cor. 16 
Church, Temple , and Houſe of God, applying theſe ſayings Pi. 33. 13.14; 
to belee vers, and ſuch as are i bu ded upon Chrift by faith, theſe Rev. 13. 1, 
they reſt and pervert, in applying theſe titles to their. houſes Re,. 2. 1. 
of lime and ſtone ; calling them the houſes of God, and Tem , ; 4 
ples for him to dwell in; though the Sctiptutes be plain to Hab. 6. 

che contrary, as] Stephen declared to the ł Councel long agoe, with 1 Pet. 2. 9 
and that from the, Teſtimony ofthe / Prophet long before; k AR 7. 47. 
ind ſo our m Saviour himſelfe to the woman of Samaria, 1% 
denying for the time to come any ſuch. places, as the Jews 01 Es 
pd Samaricans doted on, but telis ber, ind us, that ſpirit uall * 

tvice in wany place, as he faith himſelfe (hould pleaſe him, 1 Mat. 18. 20. 
hough it will not give carnall men content, Lłewiſe are 
ot the Scriptutes alledged frequently by. theſe learned 
den for che Nation and people fot deing the Church of God, 
od for che ſame end, Nationall obſervances as the High 
Prieſts conſecrated and ſet apart for the ſervices of the 
burch „ and ſo under him the reſt of the holy Prieſts, 
ith. cheic holy garments , and tithes, and ſuch like fot 
ir maintenant, and for this:-purpoſe the Scriptures alledg: 

d in a moſt plentifull menner, both from the, Law and: : » 
he Prophets, fort the. juſtiſying of their names, orders, and 
dminiſtrations, when as if it be ſpiricuall diſcerned, and 
he Sctiprurs-not; wrelt.d nor peryerted, it will be found 

tue 25, Peter 5. ſaich, that not 7 Nation, nor anꝝ more any Ad. 10 14, 


g Mat. 18. 26. 


* 


433 J Nation, 


8 —ů— 
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74 The | 
Nation, but in every Nation them that fear the Lord, aud de 
Rer. 13. 7. other, are accepted of him - Whereas Chriſt Jeſus himſelf y hath 
— Rev. told us, that the 9 beaſts ſhould have power over every Kindred, 
Phang, Nation; and Tongwe , and that the National Cities fowld fall} 
al. 1. whereas Mount Sim, the City of God (hall never be moved, ' as 
r Hcb. 2 faith the r Prophet, and alſo the Apoſtle ; by this then it 2p. 
1 peats that all ſuch Seriptures as are alledged for the mainte- 
nance of 2 National Church ate perverted, being that lon 
. ſi oe the Lord hath rejected it, now accounting a company — 
Ker. 14. t. Saints in fellowſhip with himſelf ro be Menn Su, that (hall 
P'a 14 9 from never be moved, and che ſe he hath mide + Kings aul Priel. 
= * to God. The like we may ſee in the Miniſters of the Church; 
5. 19. ſeeing that they were of old times in that Church, to be ho- 
4 Pet. 2. 9. . norable petlons in out ward honor and eſteem, for their nams 
Prieſtt, for their calling: above the reſt of the people, a diſtinſſ 
body of themſe{ves , for their purel, diff tent in their adminis 
ſtrations from other of the people, and fo for their maintenance, 
by tythes, and offerings, all which had a re ſpect to Chri(t, and js 
« Gal, Au. were in him to have their end, as the Apoſtle « declares, as be . it 
a ing but wovdly rudiments, | th 
Yer theſe men though they profeſſe themſelves Miniſters i h 
eſus Chriſt, and under the Goſpel, yet Child-like , as under a: 
T «tors aud Governors, do yet obſerve theſe things after the ru fe 
diments of the world, and ſo ſuitably to the Goſpel, cannotll ec 
abide to approve themſelves to be Miniſters of Chriſt, by ſuch 
* 2 Cor. 6. marks as bis Word affords, 2s we have „ before conſidered v1 
from 4 10 10. hut they muſt be men of Honour, and ſuch as be diſtin fron if 
others, in their apparel, maintenance, and ſach like; diſhonor] it 
and reproach, and nakedneflt, and living on meet Alms , they ſt 
i cannot brook ; but they be ſo far from working with thei pe 
N own hands for their own neeeſſities, as the Apoſtle require w 
VA. 2. 33, that the y Miniſters of the Goſpel ihould do, as that th 
14.35. wrelt the Scriptures of the La and the Prophets , ha ling inf or 
1 q as it were, by the hair of the head, the Script ures, to ſpeak foi ch 
them and their delicious living, faring, like Dives, dehicioullfl of 
T1 Pet. g. x, 2 every day, whereas the Elders of J-ſus Chriſt ſhould & fe 
the Flock of God, not cariog for it for filthy lucte, but of 
xeady mind. 
But leaving theſe things, and ſuch as theſe are, which d 
lace them to be more ſaicably for: Aaſti and the Law, whi 
0171 te 


ſuſſiciemcy of the Spirits tearbing; 


e r cos Ha = "Yo ' 


« —— — Q-. —— — 
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fends unto Wrath and bondage 


I will ſpeak of ſome few things that are in difference amobg g4je#, . wich 
them and us, You know it is uſually objeRed againſt us, be- the anſwer. 
cauſe of our departure , out of the 4 words of Peter to our « Job. 6. 68. 
Saviour, being theſe , Whether ſhall we go, thou haſt the wirds of 


eternal life ? From whence is concluded agaioft us, if the Text 
be not perverted, that we in leaving them do forſake Jefus 
Chriſt, herein they take it for granted, that be is with them, 
and not with choſe that forſake them; whereas the Text is 
clear to prove, that the words of eternall life are in him, as 
þ himſelf ſaith alſo , The words that I fpeak. are Spirit and Life, 
and this who denies, but that he chat hath the Son hath life, he 
that hath not the Son, hath no life : But let not the Text be 
wreſted, yet what proof is here that Antichriſt hath the 
words of cternall ſife, and that there is no forſaking of him, 
and yet all that know wherein the difference lics, know that this 
is che controvetſie, and how that theſe perſyns , thus forſake- 
ſg, go to Chriſt, and to the word of Eternal Life, ſeeing that 


the Lord c binds the teſtimony, and ſeals up the Law 3 


his Dic iplesʒ ſo that till it can be proved that theſe leave Chriſt, 
and forſake the words of Eternal Life, the Text muſt be taken 
for none other but to be perverted, and a Vail drawn over it 
to beguile the ſimple. 


Upon this ſame head hangs another great exception againſt Ohl. 2. 


us, which is, Where we had out converſion (H we have any) 
if not among them, and fo taking it for granted, that we had 
it among them, a great out cry is made againſt us, as if we had 
ſtola their gods, and done them great wrong, and for this pur» 
poſe, this amongſt other things is alledged , that that Church 
which is able to beget, is able to bring up. 

Now for anſwer bercunto, it is to be minded, that converſi. 


true Church, * becauſe, as is before ſaid, the word is hers, and 


Wherefore they are to cleave to her, and forſake thoſe places true ( burch. 


F 2 where 


= 
— — ——ů— ͤ • —— 


1 Jumide Leun. 5 


„then ſach 8s are Miniſters of 
Chriſt, and made partakers of the liberty of rhe ſervants of 


on doth properly belong to the 4 Word of the Lord: Now 02008 : 


this word by which: we are all begotten, is the proper portion 1 Per. 1. 3 243 
of the Church of God, as e divers Scriptures declare: Hence e Pf 147 ig, 10. 
then muſt it needs follow, that whoſoever are converted to Mat. 13. u. 
the Lord, thoſe by vertue of their converſion belong to the 1,02": 3. 


— 


1 


+4; e $06:Gontyichoughtharthe man were comveredinimans sech unt 


. 
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abet they wereconverted; and that for this roxfun'{\-beenife 

F Pſa, 78. 6,1 the Lord himſelf is f faid to count: when as he res the peg- 
ple, that this man was born there, that is, in Sin, the Church 


] 

* { 

„in Babel and alrffliau yet the Lord whenhecounts,ſhati ri 7 

tho convorted man to be born in Sim buy Church: Now all 

Goode pco pſe ſhould count and wrice as God doth, and give 

ea hOnDi at all f the ir con veto, beckuſe the Lordi 7 

doth not gide fir nany; nd the ſame rhing ö abundant y ſeen þ 

e Ad. 2. 40. in the Converts; thĩt hey ate g exhotted to leave thoſe place t 

; where they were converted, and ſo they did, as the h Scriptur ft 

b AR. 2. 44 ; manifeſts in many places, which might be noted. y 

G. 4. 34. Again it is to be minded, that Cod himſelf counts all theft. 
i Rev, 12. 4, f faitihful to be long to the i Woman, the Church if God, as" ff. 

- pears in the Revelation, where the Man- child, as is evident by ti 

K Exod. 4. 22k other places, contains all the fairbfl, e ven the hole Chur o 
on XP of God : This Son of God, and his Man-chill, is called his / people. M n 

rod. 5. 1. Thelike appears in 7/ay'66, 7, 8. where the Afan-chrl/4 is intet· ¶ ſt 

.-pteted;co be a whole Nation of Children, including all the faith. ye 

ful. Now this Women is ſaid to be in Trat ail, crying, and if you ye 

be that Church that is in this Travail, crying, and in pain, accord 5 

ing to the Scriptures, I am content the Chi (hill be acknow-l » 

ledged outs, but if it be in jollity and without fem, parting . 

the others to pain, and ready to cut the uu Child in piece: MW th 

how then can I acknowledge it for the true Aether? whe n v 

\- © alfortbe'apatte ſaith; That Jeraſalem that from above is the 

= Gal. 4. 24. m Adecrher of us all, and the is not one that gendrerh to brndage, 

but to freedume, as ſaith the Apoſtle, and thetefote methirks it 

appears that every ones conver/icn ſtrongly "binds him. to make 
ſpeed to that Church which conſiſts of fuetvas ate faithful in 7 

fra Chriſt, asbeipg the proper! inhericance to which they all 

belong, and to know that all ſuch places as ate alledged to 

conclude otherwiſe; be but wretted and petverted, though ne. 
ver ſo fair a gloſſe be ſet upon them, for God, ever ſioce th 

beginning, hath put cumity betwixt the ſeed of the Warm, and ph 

ſeed of: the Serpent", and accuſed (hall all they be that joybe 

thoſe rogether, that God hath ſo far ſeparated ; and therefo 
let none of Gods ſervaprts ſtand with one foot on Mount Si 

and another on Babylen, leſt that which is halting be turned os 

of the way, Heb. 12. 
7 Anoth 
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Anot der Obe Kion agunſt us is brought in tlie defence of O Jed. 3- 


your 4 nn Nun 
bat MET) that oth ve work. off the Misiſta ya peſu- 
D for chr porfottiag af the 8jnrc?; 4574 
rut Mullen, but your-MiniStery {you ſa ah thr ſame mr 
Bec: | | vi | f ; 1 
Wis it the wotk of the Miniſtery of the/ Apoſtles, c#c to read 
Di pine Service Obnveh women; Marry, anbbary the Dead, and uch 
like ſerviees is theſe are? Did the Apottles p fell rhe Saints 3ts 
ter this Man fer? Bot who-knowsnot: bhr chat this is the ſub- 
ſtance of what ybitr office of Miniſtery biads you unto ? as for 
Preaching, that may be diſpenſed withall, and a little now and 
then may ſet ve the turn. | 
' Beſides, as granted, your offices are not the fame there men- 
tioned, that Peſres Ohriſt from on high Cave gifts ant for you have 
others, that the Soriprure ſpraks not any Othetwile then by the 
n names of blaſphemy But for the power and work of the Mini- A Rey. 17. 3. 
ſtery, which you ſiy is anſwerableto that of the Apoſtles , by 
your githeting of the Saints together, taking it for granted that 
you fay, from hr ds you convert them? If from the puer of dark- 
n:[e, a5 you'woald ſeem to imply, into the Kingikmuf Chriſt, 28 
o did the Apoſtſe, then by your own grant in the per of dar. „ Col, f. 13, 
neſſe you found them; and the truth is, that here you found chem, 
there you ſe ve them; when you found them before their cau- 
verſten, you profeſſed of them that they were'revenarate and be. 
anew, to what then do you convert themꝰ ot have yowtonverſion 
after repenc74tion? you alſo bade theſe perfonsbeforezto rake and 
eat in remembrance that Chriſt died fer them, ind ſo give them the 
Seals of Life and Salvation, and yet after all this, you being Mi- 
niſtets to them, come to juſtiſie the trath of om Adinifery by 
your cenderſinn of the perple, that by the ſo things no need of &- 
mendment, and yet when allis done that you plead for, they ſtill 
abide in the ſame Chutch under the ſame Mini ſtery, in the ſame 
worſhip that they were converſant in before, whereas I have de- 
clared before, that when as the Apoltle &xverted any, thoſe 
YU Converts left their former places, turning from dumb 1dols t 
ervt the living God. Now it hath been long acknowledged ane 
profeſſed, rhat the worſhip of your Church, and the Miniſtery of * Miniſters 
„ came ont of the Peper Shop, and muſt needs be reformed, or — —— 
fe the jad gment of God cannot but light upon you, as bath of Rome, 
cen 


yk [efficiency of the SPIrits feaching, © 
been manifeſted in the firft and ſecond admonition to the Par! 

ment, in the daies of Queen Elixabeth; and all know that yet WW! 

continues the ſame that then ic was, and if it were fo bad then, 

is it is reported that a rhouſand ini ſters ſaid it was, ſmall: 

cadſe have any to plead Converſiov, when as they ſhall continue IN | 

in ſuch abceminaticns, as that the plagues of God cannot by their 

l own tonfeſſion be withheld : Seeing that the Scriprare and Wl i 

[94 2? Plng.tor. gpiir ef Cal rencherh ut, that the p frar of the Lord teacher me 

1 to refrain their feet from every evii may and to cleanſe aur elver if t 

 q Mar. 4, from all filthineſſe bath of fleſh and rat, and to grow up anto fall be, if | 

2 Cor. 2.1, fineſſe in the fear of God, or the worſdip of Ged, as out Saviour q in» | 

Jude 23. tetprets it, and to hate the very r garment ſported by the fleſb. Now 

h 

f 

i 

t 


theſe things well conſide ted, it will appear that the ſeveral cri. 
Proves that are continually — for the maintenance of your 
Miniſtery, are but ſo manyflourithes by which the Word of Truth 
is wreſted and wringed like to a Noſe of Wax, contrary to their 
proper intents and ſcopes to ſerve their own turns, which who c 
they be, of you, or others, that are the perverters of them, God 
knows ; and one day will judg betwixt the righreows and the © 
wicked, and give to every one according as his works (hall be: / 
In the mean while, to me it appears plain, that men deftiture F tt 
the Spirit of Gd, be they 3s learned as may be in mans learning, in 
yet they do pervert all Scriptures to theic own deltiuRion, ¶ w 
when as the unlearned one, ſimple men and women having the y. 
Spirit of Truth in them, ſha ll rightly know them, and Gods mind 4 
in them for their great comfort. fr 
Again, ſeeing this is ſo, t hat ſuch men do thus pervert the Scri F. 
ptures, this ſhould provoke all that are made able Miniſters of an 


$1925 F + Cor. 3. 2.the Spirit, as ſaich the / Apoſtle, that they take the fame Apo- 4: 

FH Tim. 4. C. ſtles t adviſe, ſaying , If then put the brethren in remembrance ¶ 
| theſe things, thow ſhalt be a good Aiui ter of. peſs Chriſt : If thou N 
| put the brethren in remembrance of theie things. What thing £2 
u From tze thoſethings mentioned « before, how that the Spirit hath fore- 
Poſe. told of doctrines of devils, how that men ſhould ſpeak lies 
* Zach, 13. 3. through hypoeriſie, &c. as Zachary vio foretold, that the æ Fall * 
WW | ther and Mother of the Prophet (hould ſay, that he told them * 
h lies in the name of the Lord: If thou put the Brethren in e 4 


membrance of cheſe things , becauſe they are ſubjeQ to forget 
them, and thou ſhouldeſt be their Remembrancer, which « 
thou do, thou ſhalc be a good Miniſter of Jeſus Chriſt , Which 
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wle Humane Lenning. L 
ball been nouriſhed up in the words. of Faith and good Do: 
Atiae ; then mark, theſe things are not exror, nor lies, nor he 3 
falſe Teacher thar ſpeaketh of chem, but 2 Miniſter that 
nouriſhe up in faith and good doQrine , which was 
. inually taught of l, and beard of Timerby - And to this | 
is co ed what the Apoſtle y ſuich fuctifer in his marrer, 7 1 Tim 6-3-4 
declaring, that he that conſenteth not to wholeſome doctrine, 
that is according to godlineſſe, is puft up, and knows nothing, 
bur dotes about wordt, and as fl rf is ſo fat corrupted 
by the l U, as that be 1s be 1 2. 01m; therefore C 
good Miniſters, 2x we fee ſt be carefult of theſe'things , 20 
knowing of whom they {hill receive their reward; and what 
halt alſo be their portion from men of the world, in that which 
is z death in the world , but 4 life with the Lord , Be faithful x Rev. it. 7. 
chere fore to the death, and you heave 4 b Crows of Life, den 4 Rev: 16. 13. 
claritig the power of the 8 the Lord in you. n. 
Now in the laſt place, I will conclade wich the exhortation 55% f. 
of che c Apoſtle in the words following; Tea, therefore beloved, ; x Per. 3. 16. 
t. ing ye kyew theſe things before; What things? among orhers 8. 
thoic, thit woridly learned men, are Gods unlearned men, be- 


ing deſticuce of his Spirit, beware and cake herd leſt ye alſo, as - 

wetl as others (you being ſubje ct to it) be plucked away before 

you be awate into the error of the wicked , to think that Gods 

Myiteries can be attained to by mau learning ; and fo you fall 

from your own ſtedfaftreſſe, which is 4 thru, gh Faith, for by FN 

Faith ye ſtand, and by the Spirit, for by it ye arc alſo e Maß liſbt; ; pi. 51. 

and for 2 pr«fervative againſt this error, us ei to it, grow | 
ge 


and encreaſe in the grace of God, and the knowledge of the Lord pe- 
ſiu Chriſt, which is that that will preſetye you from error. 
Now to him be glery, not to us, nor to man, but to him our 
Lird Teſm Chrif, both now and forevermore, Amen. 


Ez2ar 64. 25. 
The Tord fruſtruteth the tokens of the Lyars hand maketh Di. 
viners mad, tarneth wiſe mem backward, and'maketh their ku. 
ledge faokifeneſe, | WY 
nen Ra ; 
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Put cy iptebt in writing bie we | 
the Author, but to tender to thy rey ſe x the matter of this fore- 


caring of him that will come, and not tatip. 
Sppeari g of him that. 11 come, and not tatriy 


* 


called Chriſtian Bugiall, but his, friends were forced 30 lay his 
body in the high way, as one Nbich was numbred amongſt the 
Tranſgre(ſogs, of whom, I mayſay,the world was not worthy , 

— word, is not to commend 


going Bock, the bent thereof is to adyanet the Teachings, of 


the Spirit of Chrilt in the unfolding of the myſtery of the Go- 
ſpe: to the hearts of men, as the choice Revealer.of that glory. 


of ctuth to the ſoul, whis ede glory to glory. into 
its own likeneſs, a ttuth much oppoſed by men of corrupt minds 
in this day, and therefore it becomes all that love the Lord Je. 
ſus in ſincerity to Hand upon their watch, and be earneſtly beg- 
ing of the Father of Lights that Spirit which. may he lp them to 
ju g of things that difler. and may Jcad int ſtiait paths, trying 
wall thirge, eng tein that. which iu ged. Thou wilt, find in 
this Tre ct the Spit it of the Author ſtror gly and zcalorſly con- 
tend ing for the ad varct ment of the Spitit of Chtiſt, which if 
therein thau. męet t. with any words that may ſeem-harſh a gainſt 
chat which men advance, let it nat be an offence tot hee, but tr 
whether it be agreeable to the form of found words or no. 1 
(hall detain chce no longer, bug my darts to the Lord is, that 
alt tvs 4 aci may more and mare knaw.the ccuh, 28 it is in ge- 
fps, ;virgas thg Sun more to their gerfect elęatne ſſx, knowing 
the hight is fir paſt, and rhe"d2y neer afproachiog,, that ſo we 
may Walk as the Children of the Light, waiting for the glorious 


+* I Fokrfin the love of Chriſt, 
" William X Fer. 
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More then ardinary pb re out ugoa, 
bin, by ph he ab {oa eto miner elopabl words fo 
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